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kinde of waiting in hand. It 

neth no olde wyues tales, which if 
Ee this trea- 
| d baue incceated from. A 
t volome of fourtene 
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enioy it to thy! 
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in credite foz their knowledge. But what 
hall 3 ſpeake of the vnſkilfull common 
ſoztc of people, as huſtandmen , Uyne⸗ 
pard keepers, ſheaphear ds, ploughmen, ar⸗ 
tificers,and ſuch other lyke? ofenery age 


both voung and olde, amongſt whom moſt 


certen it is, that there are found witches, 
= Dozcerers well neare innumera⸗ 
1 

Theophil. Iti is ſomething in derd that 
vou ſay, Anthony, but it is not all, fozaſ- 
much as certen men of credite haveaifire 


, ancd, that ſome alſo both lame and impo⸗ 
tent, as the blinde, are found in this num⸗ 


be: ; among whom one Honoratus, a nos 


tozious fcllowe aboue the reit, was. by 
ſentence of the Senate of Paris execu⸗ 


Tepozted-, who alſo was one af the fy 
tene (co2e , 02 one cf the Colledge of the 
thꝛer hundzed blinde men. And verily fo 
my part, there is no neede to cantyꝛme mer 
ray this opinion, wherof many do doubt, 
that there are Witches and Boꝛterers, 
Whereof J am ſufficiently perfwaded, 


and now tbe rather with ſo ſubſtanciall 


8 realons (as Aber who (8 


of Witches. 


Dall vnder ſtand the ſame, he will doubt 
thereof with him ſelf no longer, and moꝛe⸗ 
aner, am à fully ſatuted herein, that there 
are witches found in ſundzy partes of the 
woꝛld. Foz mhoſdeuer haut traua led not 
anly thzough this cur comitrey of Frau ce, 
but alſa other pꝛincipall partes t people 
af the wozlo, haue ſcene ſundꝛie accuſed, 
enuicted , and condemned fo2 this 'ofs 
fence. And that J may not runne ouer 
all, the only Duchie of Sauoy hath ſo ma⸗ 
nyſwarmes, felowſhips, and whole com⸗ 
panyes of them, in ſo great number, that 
by no meanes they can be rated out, not⸗ 
withſtanding the ſcucritie of the iudges 
in that place in puniſhing, and their die 
tigence in ſeeking , inſomuch that in one 
titie, within one yeres ſpace,fourſco2e 
are repozted to haue bin put to death fog: 
the ſame fault. 

Anthony. Surely,this is very range 
which vou tell. 

Theophil. Nay, J will tell yonenen 
ther thing,and that moꝛe wonder full, bum 
there art certen of them -growne;dntg;) 
ſuch bhalaneſſe and freuſie, that they: dava 


poolelle:. playniye . opentye. , - thas | 
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if they could get any notable famons man 
to their captaine theꝝ areſo many in num⸗ 
ber, and of ſuch power, that they durſt giue 
open battail to any one king, againſt who, 
by meanes of their arte, they hope as wel 
to obteynethe vicozye , as heretofozethe 
Hunnes, by magicall incantations obtepe 
ved the — oucr — mans 
Ning, lyke as Gr biſhop Oures, 

tie French — her, in his fourth 


boke,and 29. Chapter, 3 g 
come to paſle, 


Anthony. But many do uppoſe tt to wa 
be very fables, that any be tearmed Wits 


ches v2 Dozcerers, and cannot perſwads 
themſelues that they can hurt any. Whers 
fo:e they laugh at this pour opimon,asnof 
ſeeming fo leane vpon any certen ground 
and reaſon, 


Theophil. I am not ignozant thereof 
9 — truely J remember when 


J ſoiourned in Orleans vpon Loire, that 


there was a man Mitch, not only taken 


of Witches. 


conrf of Paris, Whichaccuſation the Se- 
nate would not admit, but laughed at, and 
lightly regarded the cryme, and in the end 
ſent him home as accuſed of a frivolous 
matter, Who continuing ſtill his accuſts- 
med wickednefſe , andhaging made away 
many with his poyſonous ſoꝛcer ies, at 
length by commaundement of the magi- 
rates of Orleans he was hanged.. - - - 


they confeſſe,and vaunt of? 

Theoph, Truely Anthony J ds think 
ſo, and if J thought that they were falle 92 
faigned, A would not anouch the vnto pou: 
And perhappes, after that you haue heard 
with what arguments J am moucdto bs- 
teuc them, you will caſyly pteld vato my 


opinion. | 
Anthony, Are you at leaſure fo ſhewe 
mee the ſame? 
Theophil. Pea veryly,and fully to re- 
ſolue and ſafiſfie you herein: J am alio re- 
die to anſwers you vntoany thr gel 
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ens that you ſhall demaund. 
Anthony. J much reioyte with mp 


fclfthat J fonde pon ſo frendly towardes 


met, and J much deſire , Theophilus, to 
heare theſe thinges of yon, Yowbeit peeld 
this much to the llowneſſe of my vnder⸗ 
ſtandyng, not fo pꝛeuent me, but arntly 


and o2dertly to anſwere vnto all hinges, 


as J ſhal require them, 
Theophil. 4 will doſo. 


Anthony, And Jam the moꝛe gladder 


that I haue founde the occaſion to hears 


and learne fomwhatof you , touching fo 
neteſlarie a matter, ſince this queſtion 


now a dayes is very much diſputed vp⸗ 


pon: being almoſt no ſo2t of men by whom 
it is not tofied,but ſo diuerfiy that almoſt 
they agree nothing togither, whyle ſome 
kolow this and fome that opinion, peremp⸗ 


tozelp determining of the ſame , me2e ofs 


ten vpon raſhnefſe of wit, then wright of 
reaſon. Pozeoner,ihe matter being of no 
ſmale accompt , J am affcarde teaft if 1 


Chould errc in it, 3 might be deccpued 
th2ough lacke of ſkill in ſo p2ofitable a 


Theoph: I hold with to" = 


of Witches, 


ſince haue ſence fund2yſq ddubtfall and 
vncerten in this behalfe ; that they haue 
twiſe chaunged their opinion in one day. 
und in the afternane haue bin of contra⸗ 
ry iudgement to that, which themſelnes 
| thought true in the mozning. And J haue 
ſtene ſome ſo erneſt in denying it, and 
ſo hard ol belef fo2z want of knowledge, 
that neither ſuffictent witneſs, ne yther 
con!tant confeſſing of their owne crime, 
and acknowledging and deteſting of the: 
ſame by thoſe that haue bun canuicten 
thereof,couldbzing them from their erro⸗ 
nious minde, and in fine induce them ta 
beleue that there art ſozcerous witches. 
Weherefoze J thinke it very neceſſary to 
determine what is to be folowed therein. 
Anthonie. J lunge therefoze to heare 
pour opinion. Yowbeit ſuch as came from 
Paris and repozted theſe tidinges vnto vs, 
ſhewed vs mozenuer 5 acerten Spaniſh 
leſuite named Maledonatus, a man as vou 
perceaue of euyll name and as bad incks, 
had diſputed and entreated ſo curiouſly 
of all this whole argument , that be bad 
weried bis hearers, were they neuer ſo de⸗ 
Grous of theſe matters, pzopoſyng this 
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theame openly, and publiſhing a Boke, 
wherin he emen 
of Deuilles. 

Theophil. Fo2 my part, my friend 
— y, J fir pꝛoteſt, that I will not at 
all in this;thoogh it vo.a profitable quelti- 
on, lap, as it wers, ſoth vnto you the way 
vnto thele vayne babling pzofes,and curi⸗ 
ous diſputations: Foꝛ tur ioſttie arpſeth of 
vanitie, and is the mother of debate and 
Fruiflefſe toile, cudie i buſines, alwaies 
wo2thyply condemned by god men, enen as 
it is waitten inthe 13. Chapter, and the ſe⸗ 
cond verſe ofthe Prouerbs, A foole zhal not 
pleaſe him ſelfein his vnderſtanding , but 
when his hartshalbe opened. But fo this 
purpoſe I haue entred into this matter, to 
the end J might dzawezifit were polſibic, 
\khis qpinion mat the myndes of many, 
Wwherby they ſtand in denial,howthat ther 
are no Doacerers at all, oz thatthey can 
hurt oꝛ deſtroy nothyng. Wherefo2e ſuch 

men do fauour them, and are afrayd ifhap- 
ty they ſhall comvinto their hands. to con 
bemne and puniſh them,althongh they bs 
manifelity chui>edto be witches, and are 
eee eee 

. to 


of Witches. 
to haue done much miſchief. Wherfoze'but 
leſſe veryneceſſitie at this pꝛeſent moned 
and vraed me therto. J would not uttet 
one woꝛd touching that point, Foz it beho- 
ueth vs to imitate the auncient Chziſtis 
ans, who vtterly baniſhed all kynde of cue 
rious knowledge out of their ſcales and 
allembles, and thzewe their vnpzofitable 
bookes into the fy2e, which was done in . 
Paules tyme in theleffer A ſia, as it ia men- 
cioned by Dainc Luke in the Aden, their, 
Chapter, and rix.verſe. And ſurelꝑ i wee 
will confefre the truth there be many farre 
mozep2ofitable queſtions, and thoſe” moze 
beſeming a Chʒiſtian man, howbeit per- 
aduenture not ſo plauſible to the vame con- 
ceipt of our iudgment;ſince we be al of this 
griedie deſire, that wer would reach aboue 
the heauens,and ſcarchout all things that 
are beneath the bottomeof hell. | 

Anthony, J pertepue what it is that 
you miſtruſt, and with what feare you be- 
they which hall heare az rrade the ſame, 
Chal ſteme herratter rather therby tofynde 
02 take otcaſion of farther follie, then gods 
dne: ſuch A meane as they bee Soup 
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deſire to heare theſe thinges, not thereby 
the moze to confirme themſelues in the 
fcare of God, and ſubmit themſelues vn⸗ 
der his mightic hand, and with humble 
thankes and great admiration of mynde 
in reſpect of ſo god and gratious a God, to 
aduance the godneſſe of our heauenly fa- 
ther towardes mankynde , in that he pze- 
ſerueth vs from the moſt daungerous and 
ſecret ſubteltics of the Diuell and bis 
members the Soꝛcerers: but rather that 
there is a moſt large field thereby opened 
vnto them, wherein they may runne and 
wander freely, farre without þ true bouns 
des of fapth , who well deſerue to ber 
atccoumpted in the number of thoſe,which 
alwapes che, and neuer learne , al⸗ 
waycsdeubting, but neuer determining. 
Che ſecond Epiſtle to Timothe, the thirg 
Chapter, and ſcuenth verſe, 

Theoph. Pou ſay trueth, frende An- 
thony,foz there is nothing mo2e daunge⸗ 
rous no2 hurtfull, then to giue a fle oc⸗ 
taſton to continue in bis follie, 02 a cu 
rious fellowe in curious quiddities. In 
this paynt therefoze , frende Antlionie, 


J craue pardon . 


of Witches. 
perticularly , how manie, and whatfozfes 
of Dinels there bee, howe they differ, 
what is their ſtate , what bee their-coy 
tours , and of whathumozs they confiff, 
finally, what dealinges they hane among 
themlelues, and many fuch other trifiing 
matters, which by them is moſt exquiſite» 
ly and viltgently handled, which would be 
accompted of the moze ſubtile ſozt among 
the ſcholaſtical Docozs, Fo2 my part,fure- 
ly Jam not accuſfomed willingly to vil⸗ 
pute of diuels, and their miniſters the ſo2- 
ccrers, whom Jabhoz and deteſt,notwith- 
ſtanding, as moſt lothſome monſters, ſa⸗ 
nadge beaſtes. either will J haue any ſo⸗ 
cietie oꝛ league w them, 4 J acknowledge, 
that thzongh the benefit of almightie God, 
their artes t pzactizes are ſo far knowne 
vnto mee, as we may only haue vnderſtan⸗ 
ding thereof by the moſt holy woꝛd of god: 
That if any heathen man, v2 þ philoſopher 
Jamblicus with his monſtrous religion, if 
Proclus, o2 if the coulde chʒiſtian Pſcllus, 
haue waded any thing deeper into p know- 
ledge of theſe things, t with moze diligfee 


ſought out the ſecretes of — | 


ADialogue 


ennie not at 
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Theoph, Firft I beſech almightie god. 
that he will giue ſtrength to my bnders 
ſtanding towards the accompliſhing of the 
ſame , and that it may pleaſe him tokepe 
me within the pꝛecinc of his woꝛd, that J 
— te tobe if inodngagt 
is 

— Onion (which in 
this argument many men do followe) oz 
out of Scylla to fall info Charibdia, as the 
— ſayth, that is to wit, in the end to 
fall into mere mazes and labyzinthes of 
confuſion and darkenes? Sufficient pꝛoſe 
wherot let the w2itings be of the ſcolemen 
and Dodos, and of others which haue 
waitten of that matter. Foz howe diners 
and variable are the ſcholemen in this on- 
lyone queftid,namely, Whether the deuil 
can wozk miracles, and create new bodies, 
thereby to deceyue men,fozalmnch as wer 
reade how Scotus diſagreth from Thomas 
therin,and Occanus from them both , and 
many moone from another, who notwith- 
ſtanding p2oceedsd all fozth of one ſchale: 
Bt gon analy, deem tee 008 
what you pleaſe. 


Anthony, $123 wand loowgtron 
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What this woꝛd Sortjarius, a Hozterer, figs 
nificth;and from whence it is derined,ſ@s 
ing you tearme them alſo witches, 


The firſt Chapter. 


VVke this word Sortiarius,a CG 
ſignificth „and from whence - 
firſt"tooke beginning, 


Theophilus, 


| - OE Bis woꝛd —— ſo2s 
2 N. cerer, doubt leſſe is deriued 
| 5 5 from the mozc frequented 
#/>||Latine wooꝛzd Sortilegus, 
which the latines alſo cons 
———— med vnto the imttation 
of the Greekes tf62 as theſe tearmed them 
$aKo,a0\0y:45, ſo likewiſe do pᷣ latines tal 
them Sortilegi,thaf is to ſap, caſters of lots, 
oz tellers of foztunes . But Þ N ohoyerk 
bee thoſe who thzough diueliſh artes fo2es 
tell thinges to come, and Sortilegi alſo, ba 
thep who by reaolation and conf 
* 
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with the ſame Satan, by caſting certen 


lottes, ſuch as in the olde tyme were huc⸗ 


kle bones 02 dyce, and now a dayes by an 
hearen bagge, which will turne rounde 
at the mumbling of certen ſuperſtitious 
wozdes. The Frenchmen folowing 
the -accuſtomable pꝛopꝛietie of theyz 
tongue, and by clipping ſhozter the wo2d, 
out of the latine Sorulegus, haue made 
it Sorcier, The Hebrucs in this deduc 
tion of wa2des haue no affinitic no2 a⸗ 
grement ether with the Gretians oz 


Latines , oz with vs Frenchmen: Foz 


thoſe whom we tcarme Sortiary, Þozs 
cerers 9 thole they call Chobarim. 2 foz 
that they put their miſch@uous pzactiſes 
in vre, thzougb ſiniſter andſecretcraft, 
And it is not to bee doubted , but that the 
wade Sortiarius is derpucd ofthe mozs 
aunciet woꝛd Sortilegus, Which by what 
meanes it cometh to paſſe, J will now de⸗ 


manifolde canſes wherupen men iopne > 
binde themſeluet to the diuel this hath bin 
the chiefcſt and moſt auncient, namely 
ys being the vanitie e curiolitic cf vs 


al, eur of nature,) to knew things to come, 


clare, Firlt it is euident, that among the 


cap a 
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and to fozetel them alſo to other. Fo2 there 
is none of vs contented with his owne e- 
ſtate, but we ſtriue al fo reach vnto the mi⸗ 
ſteries of God, ſuppoſing our ſelues to haue 
attayned to the top of the moſt high pꝛede⸗ 
ſtination , if we get any vnder ſtanding in 
thinges to come, which are his from other. 
This foliſh vanitie when Satan percey- 
ned in al ages to reigne in the harts of me, 
and that they much deſired to fozeknowe 
what was to come, he omitted no diligence 
in taking this occaſion, therby to curry fa⸗ 
nour with the to win their hartes, to make 
them beholding vnto him. Thus made hee 
— the that he would perfourme 

which they required, e that he would 
gine them vnderſfading of things to come, 
if they would obey and harken vnto him: 
which theſe vaine, mad, and curious men 
refuſed not to dee. Do that in toncluſtun, 
there was made a moſt firme league and 
touenaunt betweene Batan t thele gree- 
die deſtrers fo know thinges to tome, that 
he would tell them what ſbould enſue, and 
they ſhould hereafter continue in bondage 
E flanery vnto him. Thus firſt ot al ſpꝛang 


bpthele deuiners t — | 


of y y itch ES. 

the firſt men of all that had any dealinge s 
v2 frindſhip with the Diuel, wherby afters 
ward it came to paſſe , Þ whoſoener wert 
ſeruiſable oꝛ addicted to Satan, were cal 
ted by the name which is wel knowne and 
tommune, that is, Soꝛterers. Neither was 
ther vet euer any age p wated this wicked 
kind ol Diuclliſh veutners;3theſe pzattizes 
and artes being repoztcdto bee of very 
auncient continuance foumde dut, and fres 
quented almoſt euer ſince the firſt ſounda⸗ 
tion of the woꝛld, and the creation of man. 

Anthony. How pzaue pou that? 


Theophil Fyꝛſt, by the expꝛeſſt aucto# = 


ritie of Gods woꝛd, reciting this kynde of 


mes of the woꝛld. Foz how auncient was 
the art and diuelliſh deuination of the Ace- 
giptian Magicians , whereof mention is 
made in the fourtie, and one and fourtir 
thapters of Genelts 2 Alſo Marcus Vatro, a 
man generally learned, and a moſt diligent 
ſearcher out of al antiquitics.ſheweth how 
that theſe foure kyndes of deninations 
haue remayned ſince the fy2ſt age of the 
wonld, continuing till in vſe, euen 
his tyme. Foz out of SEP 
obs 
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this world, vy which men were taught by 
Satan , top2onounce of thinges to come, 
ſpzang fo2th the foure kinder of deninati- 
on namelp, Þ yromantia, which is done by 
Spyer, Acromantia by the Apze, Hydro- 
mantia, by Mater, and laſt of all Geo- 
anantia , whereby they geſſed fozeknow⸗ 
ledge ot things to come, by the Earth, oz 
out of the Earth. Other alſo which came 
after, kound out fine kindes of deuination, 
oꝛ rather deuiſed them. But the holy ſcrip⸗ 
ture being far moze certain and auncient 
then all theſe, reckneth vp ſundꝛy other 
kindes of diuelliſh pꝛedictions, ſpecially 
making rehearſal of eight, howbeit theres 
in it hath not compꝛiſed them all. Foz 
it is not poſſible to name any kynde of 
creature, which men thꝛough ſuggeſtion 
of the Diuell haue not abuſed to that pur⸗ 


Anthony. Mhich be thoſe eight kyndes 
whereof, as pon ſay, the holy =cripture 
maketh mention: 

— 2 Jad no moꝛe then frueth1s; 
Foz in Deuter. the. 18. Chapter, the 10. 
. n. verſe. Lykewiſe in the. 23. Chap⸗ 

ot Leuliicus ye +23, herſe; They cog | 
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fo many enidently diſtinguiſhed and reci- 
ted, in reciting whercol viito pou, J purs 
pole not to enſue the ſame 02der as they 


be there named, but to declare them bnto 
vou as b:efipand as pla pnely as J can, 
Anthony, J p2ay pou {ap on then. 
Theophil. Che firſt kinde of daminas 
ble deuination, which map be gathered 
out of the foꝛenamed places, taketh name 
of thoſe, which of the Hebrewes are talled 
Colemim, and of the Latines Diuiri!, de⸗ 
uinours. Thoſe are thep which by ſecret 
and pꝛinie conference with the Dr'tell, dg 
deuine and pꝛopheſie of thinges that ſtall 
happen, being of all others the moſt craf⸗ 
kieſt and ſubtelleſt. Foꝛ in any caſe they 
wyll not be deſcryed oꝛ knowne , diſſen.⸗ 
bling as though tyey came to knou ledge 
thereof by ſome wyſe conie ture, oꝛ by 111s 
ſpiration from God, and not fozetelling 
what hall happen by any damnable docs 
triac , p2*cifelp toueriig their ſecret en⸗ 
tcrcourſe which they baue with the Dis 
nell. Whereuppon it commeth to paſſe, 
that this woꝛd © oſcmim , is taken in the 
Scripture in the better part, foz wyſe 


And ſkilfull nien, as it appeareth in the 
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third Chapter of Efai, The ſeconde kynde 
of Deuinours, are called ot yp Hebrucs Ao- 
bot, ot the Latines oz rather Gretians, Ly- 
thomei, we Frenchmen ſuppoſe thoſe men 
to be: of that ſo2t which are thought to haue 
of their owne ſome domeſtical o2 familiar 
dincll, The ſapie openly and without diſ⸗ 
ſimulation do talke and conferre with the 
Diuell, vſing him as it were a ſeruant in 
fulfilling their commaundementes, ſo that 
they be altogither conuerſant with hym: 
And they were called Aobat foꝛ Þ thzough 
inſtinct and motion of their Diuel, they des 


uine what ſhall follow, ptelding fozth of 


their belly as it were out of a pot oz bottle, 
an obſcurc confuſed voyce,ltke as the Lhy- 


thomiſſa did out of the place of the Dzacle 
at Delphos, very lothſomely and hozribly. 
The other ſir ſoztes of Deuination, doe in 
this poynt differ from the reſidue, that al- 


beit they be accompliſhed by the help and 


meanes of Satan, pet in theſe folowing 
Satan himſelf in perſon, nepther dealeth 
no: talketh with them which do deuine (as 
we ſaydhe doth,in the firſt fwayne)but by 
the meditation of ſome other thing, oz elſe 
by vling certen ſignes and tokens, which 
notwith, 
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notwithſtanding bee commanndeth fo ber 


done, and ſheweth how to do them. The 
third kynd ol Deuinours, are they whom 
the Latines terme Necromantici, Necro- 
mancers,who by the dead by helpe 4 means 
of the Deuil, do defire to know thinges ta 
come. Which kynd, although moſt abſurd 
and impollible, was frequented in Homers 
time, wherof he maketh mencion in the xi, 
boke of his Ocifzea, Wherin although Day 
tan beare all the ſtroke, pet coloureth hee 
his owne name, therin wozking his feats 
vader pꝛetence, and by meanes of ſome o⸗ 
ther perſon. The fourth kynde, are thoſe 
which of the Hebrues are called Megonin, 
(from whfce perhaps the Magi oz Magici- 
ans may ſeme to haue taken their name, 
bowbeit thoſe whom we call Magi are of 
another ſozt ) and of the latines Aſtro- 
logians e Matliematicians. The ſame ſup⸗ 


poſe that they can fozetel thinges to come, 
by obſcruation of certen ſignes,placcs,and 
ſtarres, and vy their poſition and aſpeces, 
as they call them: pke as in fozetyme the 
Augures oa Dothſapers of Roome deſcri⸗ 
bing e diuiding the ay2e info certen quar . 


ters and regions, gathered their pzofscigs 
therol. 


Cui. 
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therof,cnen as the WP 08 A ſtrologians 
do at this day. The firſt kinde,p Hebricias 
name Menacheſim, and the Latinrs Ma- 
855 Magicians, who haue alſo learned their 
deuination of the Diuel by certen figures, 
tharecers , and lines d awen, 4 by mums 
bling certen ſuperſtitious woꝛdes, tou 
ching the matter they enquire ok. Thus 
p2antze they their Arte, by certen ſecret 
ſignes and p2ine woꝛzdes, which theyz 
wicked maifter the Diuell hath taught 
them. Such are the Hydromanty,cz was 
fer ſoꝛcerers, and of thisſo2f was that des 
uination by acuppe o2 pot, whereof there 


ts made mencion in the. v. verle, ef the 


rluiii. Chapter of Geneſis. The ſixt kinde, 


the F ebricians terme Idegonim, and in 


Latine are called Ariolj, which tel! men 


what gad foztune (hal betide them. Theſe 


pꝛomiſe to fozetell out of thingcs that haps 
pen by chaunte, not ſought oz fayned by 


the vꝛ owns induſtrie, which neuerthe⸗ 
-Jefie pꝛot c deth out of the fame ſchole of 


Satan. Such are at this day dꝛeame reas 
ders, palmefters , taking vppon them to 
tell whatlocuer Mall chaunce by the deli⸗ 
„ the hand: 1 


of witches, Cap. I. 


olde time were the interpꝛetours of light ⸗ 
ning and Thunder, and ſuch as pꝛofeſied 
by the intrayles of beaſtes offered in Da» 
crifice, oꝛ cls of the ſinging 02 fteding ol 
Byꝛdes, who were alſo termed Extiſpues, 
intraill pꝛiors, and Oſciues, that is, telling 
what ſhal come by ſinging ef byꝛds. Thele 
all would ſ@me to leane vnto a 
cdiecture, not to deptd vp any vaine ſus 


Mecaſephin, # the latines cal thi Preſtigi- 
atores et Faſcinatores, j is, iugters t witch⸗ 
es. Cheſe wozk by enchautmẽts t mere li⸗ 
gierdemain,decening þ eieſight e bewitch 
men, ſeming to rep2cſet t ſhew vnto them 
ſuch things as they pꝛomiſe, t vet deceuig 
thẽ:ſuch were Pharaos enchaũters, which 
are alſo called by p ſame name in the. vii. 
chap. x. xi.verſe of Exodus, Finallp, pᷣ. viti. 
t laſt kind of deuinours, are thoſe which p 
Hebrewes cal Chobarim, Deuteron, the. 18 
chap.the. in. herſe:the latines cal the Sorti- 
legi,foz „which ſomtime in cer⸗ 


wickednes. Thus you ſee how afictent all 
thoſe kinds of diniliſh diuinoꝛs be t whece 
thole which we cal now Sortiari) ſozcerers, 
C. uii. pꝛocteded, 


perſtitiõ The. vii kind, Hebriciũs name 


ten plates meete w Satan, t wozke much 
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pꝛoteded, and were firft ſo named. 
Anthony. But Theophilus, who ſo li⸗ 
fteth examine it to the vttermoſt, ſhall pers 
teiue that there is very great differece bes 
tweene Sortilegi,foztuncteliers, and Sorti- 
arij, ſozcerers, euen in their very vſual and 
p2oper ſigniſications. Foz J remember ve⸗ 
ry well, when jJ was pet a childe and went 
to ſcale, i learned of my maiſter that they 
were called in Latine Sortilegi, which dyd 
not hurt with any poyſon, but rather by 
calting terten lottes gathered the euent of 
future thinges , as namely with Eeanes, 
Dice, oꝛ ſquare ſticks marked, oꝛ by ſome 
verſe of a Poet not turned vnto;but offring 
if ſelf, and read by chaunce , which as he 
wonted to repoꝛt, hapned once to Septimi- 
us Seuerus Emperour of the Romanes, Foz 
being in hand to vſurpe the Empire, and 
deſirous to know what ſhould be the euent 
of bis attempt, he ſought his lot out of Var. 
gil, where by chaunte he lighted vpon this 
verſc, which is in the fixt of Aenei- 
dos, Remember Romane thou,thy Realms 
to rule with empire iuſt: as Lampridus 
wꝛiteth in bis lyfe. But thoſe whom wer 
call Sozcerers,foz the moze parte do not 


deuine but only jntoricate and pꝛiuily lea 
with poiſon, being therto inftruced by Sa- 

tanical axtes: Yet if ſomtyme theychaunce 

to fozeteli thinges to come,they do it not by 

lottes,as they did in old tyme, but only by 

the Diuels reuealing. 

Theophil. Zheſe things which vou tell 
Anthony, are moſt true, and in dede if wee 
will ſay the verie truth, thoſe whom wee 
call Sozterers, cannot be called lottellers, 
but rather diuelliſh witches, and enchaun⸗ 
ters. But fozaſmuch as, when they do any 
bacme after ſuch manner, they learne of 
the Dinel to do it, and haue made a league 
and agreement with the diucl. as the aboue 
named Lottellers,+ to be hozt, haue who⸗ 
ty addicted them ſclucs to Satan, lyke as 
thoſe Lottellers haue:it is ſo come to paſſe, 
that the common ſoꝛt of people, not beyng 
very ſcrupulous o2 pzeciſe in woꝛdes, do 
tearme al ſach, Lottellers and Sozcerers; 
which by lots do tel things to tome thzongh 
inſtrunion ot the Dinel,o2 ſuch as kil men 
oz beaſtes with poyſon o2 ſo2ceries which 
the Dinell deliuereth vnto them, becauſe 
both foztcs haue geuen themſelues ouer to 
— bis help. _— Log 
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the whole kindetwke — of one - 

wozd wel knowne,the other was deriued: 

So that the whole nation and rablement - 

of witches,that they might become moze - 
odious among nien as if is wozthie) werte 
chiefly called by the name of Dozcerers, 
Foz ſo were they tearmed, after that the 
goſpell began fo be knowne to the wozld, 
at which time the whole rable of Satani= 
call deuindurs became very odisus, (as it 
deſerued, among all men, as it is declared 
the firit of Sam. p pv. chapter, + xxiii.verſe. 
D92eoucr in the applying of this name, 
there is no puritie oꝛ pꝛopꝛietie of the la- 
tine tongue ta bee loked foz, Foz theſe wits. 
ches began fat that time to be called by 
the names of Sortilegi oz Sortiarij, when 
the Gothes innaded Italy, and the pꝛepꝛi⸗ 
etie of the Latine tongue was wholy 
growen out of vie. ' So that it is thought 
that the Italians frequented this wazb 
fir befoze all other in that —— 
when as Italy betame 


vie it in lame place, ulo ming 


of witches, . * Cap,l, 
of his tyme, and the ſignificationknowne ! | 
to the Chꝛiſtians. The ſame may allo ' 


ber gathered out of the laſt Canon, the 
t thictie , the firſt queſtion, where though 
barbaronfly,yet plainly they bee called Sor- 
tiati, ſoꝛterers: Other wiſe no man doub⸗ 
teth that it is one thing to inforicafe a 
man, another thing to inchaunte, another 
thing which the Grecians call „one , 
another S 0/04 ior , although both ba 
done by the craft of Dinel , Thzough all 
the region of Sauoy i Daulplun, witches 
are cailed bryges, either of þ grcke woꝛd 
Fry nius which ſignifieth madnes of mind, 
and a gi eedie deſire to flea men: 02 rather 
as ſome ſuppoſe of this wo2d r, which 
in the Poet 1 heocritus , gnifiethcerten 
deadly. and vnduckie birdes, 
Anthony. By what names then J pꝛaꝝ 
vdu, did the auntient auctours of the pure 
latine tongue, tearme theſe witches 
Theophil. They called men 
Maleficos, and the women that were ge⸗ 
uen to ſuch artes, they tearmed Veneficas, 
Sagas T beſsalas, Magas, Lamias, and Stri- 
ges, al which woꝛdts may bee obſtrued out 
ofthe god and pure wziter of the Latine 
tongue, 
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tongue, Horatius Flaccus in the firſt boke 
of verſcs the xxvii. Ode, in his Fpodes the 
rvii.Ode , the firſt boke of Sermons, the 
viii.ſatyze. uch an one in his tyme was 
one (Canidia: ſuch an one was Circe, of 
whom Homer wziteth in the tenth boke 
of Odiſsca:ſuch an one was Medea, of who 
Quid ſpeaketh in the ſeuenth boke of Me- 
tamorphoſis. To be ſhoꝛt, ſuch an one was 
(he of whom Lucane w2iteth in the ſirth 
bake of Pharſalidos, with manp mo, of 
whom mencion is made in ſundzy hiſto⸗ 
ries: whiche waiters laſt befoze cited, 
although they ber Poetes, vet in this point 
faigned they oꝛ deuiſed nothing beſide the 
truth, but ſuch thinges as they ſawe were 
knowne,and frequented in their time. But 
to paſſe ouer Poets, Cæſar in the firſt bake 
of the comentartes of the French warres, 
maketh mencion of p Germane Uirgines, 
and Carnclius Tacitus in the ſecond boke 
of Chzonacles mencioneth one Martinz, - 
which killed the Emperour Germanicus 
by ſuch kinde of witchcraft,+ intoxication. 

Anth, Now do J vnderſtand, I heophi- 
lus, who are called ſazcerers, t why they ſo 
de called by what name they be pzoperly 


of Witches. 


termed, it we will ſpeake trac latine. But 
fozaſmuch as we muſt follow the cuſtome 
of the multitude , let vs call theſe diuelliſh 
witches, @ozcerers, t their witchcraff, let 
vs call enchauntment, and them which by 
them are hurt, let vs call enchaunted, that 
dur diſputation may bee vnderſtod of all 
men:cencerning all which thinges, J des 
maunde of you whether this ſozt of men 
were befo2e þ natiuitie of Chzift, oꝛ whes 
ther they firſt began and came to knows 
ledge ſince the paſſion of Chꝛiſt: 

1 heophil. The word Dozcerer , was 
firſt found and inuented ſince the byꝛth of 
Chꝛiſt, but the thing it ſelf, and thoſe kynd 
of witches, were knowne long beſoze the 
birth of Chꝛiſt. Nepther may vou thinke, 
friend Anthony, that Chꝛiſt that came to 
deſtrop the wozkes of the Diuell, gaue vn⸗ 
to him moze power over men then he hay 
bet̃oʒe, oꝛ that theſe kindes of moſt deteſta⸗ 
ble witchcraft were befoze that tyme vn⸗ 
knowne, oꝛ eiſe fince that tyme were firſt 
bꝛought into the woꝛld: Such thinges can 
not be thought, much leffe ſpoken, without 
boꝛrible blaſphemis againſt Chzift. And if 
it ſhould chaunce, that any were of that o⸗ 
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piniõ, he might be refutcd w an argument 
moze clere th none light Foz both Mos 
ſes q allo the whole olde teſtament, which 
was befoze the birth of Chʒiſt) doth beare 
molt euident recozd, that there were wit⸗ 
ches as in the xviii of Deut. i; the xii. chaps 
ter of the bake of wiſdom, Foz Satan hath 
alwapes bin like himſelf,and as we fynde 
bim at this dap, ſo all ages haue ſeene and 
kealt him, who inllamed, and enfozccd, the 
childzen of vnbcleic, to reuenge their 
p2inate iniuries, and one bother to com. 
mit vniuſt laughter vpon another, bicauſe 
as &. loin waiteth in the viii chapter, and 
xliiii.verſe, Be was a murtherer from the 
beginning, And thus much touching the o⸗ 
riginall, and vuderſtanding of this wor? 
Sortiarius, Sogcerer. | 


The ſecond Chapter, 4 
VVhether there be any Sorcerers that is to 
ſay, of this fort of ſatanicall vvitches. 


Anthony, 
Ut you pꝛomiſed, Theophilus ,thaf 
you would pzbue by ſure and firme 
reaſons, that there are 8 in 


of witches... Cap. Il 


che woꝛld that is to ſap , of the oʒder and 
kinde of dineliſh witches. 
Theo. J pꝛomiſed in deed ſo to do, 4 Ja am 
redy,if it pleaſe vou, to perfozme the ſame, 
Anthony, Da ſo then, fo2 J tould ne⸗ 
uer think it to be ſs vnto this pꝛeſẽt neither 
pet can beleue it, vnleſſe pou perſuade mie. 
Theopbil. 3 will do myne endeuour, 
fo2 the — whorof, this 3 ſap. There 
are thꝛe only meanes t plates to p2vue as 
ny thing , yea aithouch it ſeeme altogether 
incredible, which th2ec thinges be theſe: 
Aucthoꝛitie of men,expericnce of the thing, 
t reaſon founded vpon vp2tght iudgement 
of mynd, which places wil ail.confirme our 
opinion, not one only, altheugh one were 
ſufficient. And firſt as touching aucthoꝛi⸗ 
tie, there are plapne and euident teſtimo⸗ 
mes to be gathered out of holy ſcriptures, 
and alſo ont of other aua hours, moft cuis 
dently cdurming, ½ᷣ there are ſuch kindes cr 
witches in woꝛld, which wecaldincliſh 
ſozterers.Anſwere me, Anthony, doe pou 
agree with the moſt holy wozd of Goode 
Anthony, God fo2bid, Theophilus chat 
I ſhould diſagree from the ſame, 
Shop: 5 foz as we are 
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taught in the ſecond Epiſtle of S. Peter the 
firſt Chapter and rir. verſe, The ſcripture, 
wherin the woꝛd of God is confayned , ts 
the moft ſure light and truth, which is alſo 
inſpired krom abone,as witneſſeth S. Paul 
in the ſecond Epiſtle to Timothe the third 
chapter and xvi, verſe, which notwithſtan · 
ding the Atheiſtes of our age do deſpiſe,and 
contemne. 

Anthony. From thoſc do J vtterly dil⸗ 
acre, I bahn, and th2ougy the grace 
of Ood, do J thzoughly belteue and yeeld to 
that holie wozd, 

Theophil. The ſame wwzd of Gov 
(which vou acknowledge 4 confeſſe to be 
moſt certen & moſt true)hath confirmed, Þ. 
of auncient tyme there haue bin of this: 
kinde of Safanicall witches and Dozces 
rers, which declareth ſufficiently that thers 
are certen ſuch witches. Loke in the olde 
teſtament in the rvui chapter of Deutero- 
nomie,loke in the xxvii. Chapter and if, 
verſe,of leremie, vpon which place Bain 
Jerome thus w2iteth, And Malefici, which 
we may call V Vitches, or ſuche as obey 
the hens of the diuell, whiche are called 
in 3 Caſtaphim. Read 

Michea 
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Micheas the.v Chapter t. xii. verſe, where 


as ſuche witches are ioyned with de- 


uinours and AJazicians, Reade the. lbiii. 
the. viri. verſe. Read Nahum 


Mal 
the Pꝛophete the iii. Chapter t᷑.iiii.verſe, 
and ſuch other ipke placas. and it alſo yer 


would haue the ſame pꝛoued vnto you out 
of the new teſtament (which is the ſecond 
part of holy Scripture. ) Keade the Epi⸗ 
Mie of Saint Paul to the Galathians, the 
third Chapter, and firſt verſe, Likewyſe 
the. v. Chapter and. xr. verſe, whereby the 
moſt appꝛourd and heſt lcarned anterpꝛe: 
tours oth olde t new. do as it mere by one 
conſent,agre,s chere be certen ſozterers, 
which by diuclliſh meanes t pꝛaciʒes, doe 
hurt the myndes, bodies, + liues of men. 
Anthony. Nau haut recited vnto me ve» 
ry many plates, which at {caſure I will 
reade at-home, and couferre together. 
Theophil. &s touching other auchours 
a weil ecclefiaſticallas p2ofane waters, 
who ſo would recite them all, ſhal ſe they 
bc-infinite,pzouings affirming,notwith- 
ftamding all of them, that there are terten 
Ko2cerers,of which A think it not necefſa- 


r certen of them. 
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relius Augultme to witnefſc,cheefly in his 


_ treatiſe vp6 þ goſpel of f.lohn,doth plainly 
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Anthony, Pon malt ſtudie fo be b2iefe, 
e fo2 my part J wilbeccntcnt with a few. 
Theophil. Df ecclefiafticall wzyters,in 


nüber of whom J compꝛebend thoſe bokes 
of holy Scripture, which are called A po- 


cryphi, J muſt firſt bʒ ing fo2th fo wyt- 
nelle the boke of Wiſedom, the. rij. chap. 
t. iiij. verſe. Bicauſe they vſed fortune tel 
lung and vvitchcraft (ſayth he, ſpealing of 
the Cananites) and vyicked ſacrifices. Me⸗ 
condly,the counſel of Carthage, alſo the ſes 
cod of Coſtantinople which was in Trul- 
lui the. lx.artitle: Wheras namely 4 plains 
ly mẽ̃tion is made of theſe kinde of witch⸗ 
£8, , their wickednelſe is termed, deadly 
witchcraft, Thirdly,J wil bzing foꝛth Au- 


CC. c. bij. ſermon, of p time which he ma- 
keth,w great affection againſt ſuch kinde 
of men, whom alſo he calleth enchaunters: 
ſhewing howe they woꝛke their fcates by 
ayde of the Diuell, making ſome 5ᷣ are in 
health to be ſicke, ⁊ ſome that are ſick to be 
whole. Poꝛeouer, p ſame Auguſt. in ihe.7 


accurſe al ſuch which woꝛk by enchatmits, 
bindings, t other ſtrange meanes of our g@ 
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nemie,which is the Dinel,therby hurting 
both men g other thinges. And fourthly tu 
conclude, T rithemius Abbot of Spanhem, 
bath wzitte e (ct fozth an whole boke of þ 
ſame argument, wherta he anſwereth vn⸗ 
to thoſe queſtiõs which wer pꝛopoũded vin 
to him by Maximil:a, emperour of$ Ger- 
manes, great graudfather vnto him which 
liacth at this pꝛeſẽt. What ? beſides this 
wil you heare Anthony, other teſtimonies 
of other men,yea lawes thiſelues:Ther is 
an aficift + wel known law of b. 12. tables, 
which puniſbid theſe witches, oho as was 
ſaid could remoue co:ne fro one fed info 
another, of which law Plynie wꝛiteth in p 
28, boke of y natural biſto2y,the,2.chap.Js 
ther not alſo another Romane law of leſie 
antiquitie the p lawes of þ :2.tables,called 
Lex Cornelia, which codenetb g grenonfly Videmd 
punilheth the ſame kind ol peopiezAmong |. de 
t Empereurs ef Conſftiunople,Leogina "Wag 
certen coſtitution of his,which is þ G. dh 
p ſame. Finally Virgil, a man wel ſæne in 
al kind ofknowlege,bothinþ.3, Eclogue, t 
alſo in p. 8, teſtifieth Þ thexe areſuch:9A 
may ouerpas T roilus de Malueto, a great 
Lawier ,and Martin Arizusa — 

. D. q. ith mo, 
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wild me, and thoſe welnigh innumerable, 
which led in later tyme, then the aboug 
named,tcſtifying al fo: a truech, that there 
arc fone of this kinde of dete ſtable dinel⸗ 
kt witches. Theſe be witnefſcs ſufficift, 
92 eis J know not what is ſufficient, - 
Anthony, Pea furcly,they be moe wit- 
neiles then J would wel deficr, But gftle 
"Theophilus, J pꝛap von put me out of this 
une doubt, which mach troubleth me. 
- Theophilus,, What is that 2 
Anthony. This foſwth,fo: that @.Te- 
rome, a man of no {mall actompt, in his 
Com ai entaries vpon þ Epiſile of . Paul 
to þ Galathians, he. iii. Chap. t firk verſe, 
¶ which plate you alleaged erewhile, foz 
£edfirmation of pour opinion)ſeemeth flatly 
to denp that Paul euer ment Þ there were 
any ®o2ccrers, notwithſtanding that hee 
wpyteth thus: O ye foolish Galathians, 
wvho hath bevvitched you? But therein 
D. Paul ſpeaketh acco2ding tothecommon 
tuſtome of men and vulgare opinion, not 
that he belæusd oz kne we that chere were 
any ſuch at als. 
:.. Theophil, Truety Amhony ven haue 


of . Icrome,and ſurely at thefirft Icromy- 
in derde (@inecth to be of the ſame opinion. 
bat after warde bpon the ſame be addeth a 
nother thing, and traightwayes chaũgethj 
his opinion, which that yau may the better 
perceiue,J haue here copied fo2th þ whole 
place, Bewitching (ſayth (ain Jerome) is 

ſayde properly to hurt infantes,and ſuck ay 
are but of tender yeares , and not periectiy 
able to goe alone. V Vhercuppan acerten 
heathen wryter hath ſayd, I know not ſure 
what eie bewitched hath my tãder Lambes, 
T his whether it — {poke or not, 
God knoweth. For it may — that Diuetls 


may be redy to a — this wickednes, 
turning e aw —— their good worbæese 
vvhom * ſce whos or to pro- 
cede in fulfilling worke 


this may be x hs thatwe oF poo this 
exiplet to haue been taken, vpon the opi- 
nion of the common — By which 
wo2des it appeareth how doubtfull t vn⸗ 
certen that man was in this poynt, being 
allo in ſome other places of the ſame com: 
mentartes, very ſharply t wltly vlamedy 
as namely by Auguſtine of f,Paules tye, 
e no man may ik ie Grange, _ 
D. ui. 


: 4 +3 
of Witches. Cap, II 


A Dialogue 


place he ether div amiſſe,q2 fozgat himſelf. 
But admit p lerome were ol 5̊ opinio 
notwithſtãding other no lcfſe graue x lear⸗ 
ned interpꝛetours of 5 place, do wzite o- 
tqerwiſe , e gather out of this place of W. 
Paul, there be ſozcerers. Of which opints 
was Chriſoſtome, an appꝛoued wꝛiter, W 
others alſo of later peares. As fo2 Auguſt. 

who innoreſpec is inferio2 to lerõe, what 
be hath wꝛitten, we haue ſhewed befoꝛe. 

Anthony. Theſe ds ſatiſſie me, Theoph, 
neither require J any moe mens teſl imo⸗ 


nies, but 2me 5̊ whch you pꝛomiſed, 
which is p ſeconde pꝛofe of pour opinion. 
Teach me, J ſay , that it is founde out by 


experience,y there are Soꝛcerers. | 
Theophil. Pon require of me but Þ which 
is due t you remeber every thing in oꝛder, 
wherefoze J wil bztefly compziſe all in a 
woꝛde oz two. | 

Anthony. Pꝛocerde then, 

Theophil. cm, as cõterning erperifce, 
t that moſt certen 4 true, thus much I ſay; 
5 in al ages it hath bin obſerued & founde, 
cher hath been alwaics ſonie which haue 


vſed this diuelliſh arte meanes to entox⸗ 


. Fez 96 ÿ7—́!— 
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been lawes wꝛittt againſt th, it there had 
neuer bin any ſuch at al? why ſhould their 
puniſhmfts haue been appointed: Foz ther 
are no laws ſet foꝛth to repꝛes any crimes 
Pare not: t there is one (elfeſame iudge⸗ 
met to be geue by p ciutle law, on thinges 
p are not:as on thinges Þ appere not,as þ 
lawiers do teach. When p queEion was 
demaũded of p molt wiſeſt lawmaker of þ 
Athenias, Solon, why be wꝛote no lawes a» 
gainſt ſuch as ewe their fathers: anſwe- 
red, that be thought y ther would neuer be 
any ſuch. So verely, both befoze p birth of 
Chziſte, e alſo ſithence, bath this kinde of 
witches bin comonly ab2oade in p wozla. 
Andy they were beroꝛe Chꝛiſte, ſufficittly 
t moſt faithfully » molt holy man of God 
Movſes witneſſeth, who by cõmaundment 
of God maketh mecion of the t condeneth 
the,namely in Exod.þ.22.chap e.9.verſe. 
In Leuit. the 19. chaꝑ.t. 3. verſe: likewiſe 
in the.20.chap,e.27.verſe : In the bokeof 
Nub. the.23.cha.the.28.verſe: In Den. þ.1$ 
cha. c. ui. verſe, Dome wzite ; Zoroaſtes,a 
man el þ cũtry of Perſia, a great Magicii,s 
— — Aſtrologie, firſt of 

men founde and pzactzed witchcraft, 

D. ii. and 
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and afterwarves taught it to other, who 
were al of the Jovlaters,as he was. Pow 
that there were allo ſome of the ſame ſoꝛt 
fince pincarnatid of Chꝛiſt, infinite hiſto⸗ 
ries beare retoꝛd, and the ſundzy repoztrs 
of men in wzyting touching the ſame, the 
ſentences alioof Judges geuen vpon them 
are witneſſes, la wes likewiſe and puniſhs 
ments publiſhed againſt tte doc beare res 
tod, eſtabliſhed aſwell by the Ciuile laws 
as þ Canon, being at this vay, voth whole 
Titles, p Rubztkes foũde wꝛitten againſt 
that kinde of crime, like as appeareth in 
Gratianes Decrec, caula. xx vi. queſt.i. . ni. 
iii. &. v. Moꝛeouer, theſe ſoꝛtes of witches 
haue alwayes been well knowne in dur 
countrey of Fraunce, which to be trew, the 
innumerable actes of Yarltament againſt 
the vac tcſtifie, which many lcarned min 
haue gathered together of p matter. But 
cheeftp a certen famous 8 ſolemne cẽdem⸗ 
nat id ot articles t opiniõs, made by a Sor. 
boniſt of Paris, vnder Charles the. 5. king 
of Fraunce, in the peare of our Lozd. 398. 
makcthmach to the pzofe of our openiũ: 
which opinions, the {chollars o? p; vniuer⸗ 
tie community pꝛoſeſſed in Paris. — r 
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bath not this our age ſerne many witches 
condemned of witchrraft 2 
Anthony. Can you ſhewe mee the cauſs 
Theophil-whyit ſhould ſo be in sur time: 
Theophil. Truelip it is the terrible 
iudgement of God agapuft vs , the cau(s 
whereof is vnknowne vnto vs: Foz the 
iudgementesof God , although they be bin 
from vs, pet are they tuft and holy, as it 
appcareth in the xv. Pſalme and x. verſe, 
moſt trucly + godly in the like argument, 
and as S. Auguſtine ſayeth, in his wozks 
of Deuinacion of Diucls. 

Anthony Vow the,hath God anp iuſter 
rauſe to puniſh men in this dur age. hi be 
had in fo2ctume,th2& hiivzed prercs agee : 
Theophil. Pea ſurely Anthony, grea- 
ter then beretofoze.how much the moꝛe the 
woꝛlde at this pꝛeſent doth moze ſhame- 
fully, and obſt inatelp retec the waz2d of 
Gov, and thereucalcd light thereof : Foz 
bow mach the moze men doe now a dayes 
ſhewir themirlues vntbankfull towardes 
God : the moze1uft caule God takethts 
fazſake them, and geue them over vnto Day 
tan, to reuenge the contempt of his name. 
So that in thele dayes, wherein is ſene 4 
D. v. moſt 
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moſt qreuorns t pitiefull rebellion of men 
againſt Gods true doctrine, Datan bath res 
cepued þ power fro God toallure the vato 
him, and to fifte them, and there is genen 
vnto him the very effect and fo2ce of errouc 
to deccine,intrappe,and leade away many, 
as the ſpirite of God hath long ſince wit- 
nefſev it ſhould ber, in the ſeconde to the 
"Theſsalonians, the ſecond Chapter & tenth 
verſc, and that God would gene him the 
power and gift to deteyue, that men Gould 
geue credence to Satan, and-tolyes, and 
ſuch ſhould be damned as beleued not the 
trueth , but haue yelded to vnrigbteouſ⸗ 
nes, bicauſe they haue not embꝛaced the 
louc of the trueth that they might be ſaued. 

Anthony, But ſome there be that hold 
opinion that al theſe thinges which are re⸗ 
po2tedof Soꝛcerers are but deuiſed, e fey- 
ned:and if any ſuch thing doe chance, they 
come only by ſome ſicknes of the mynd, oz 
by reaſon of ſome melancholicke humour 
theſe appearances « fanfics trouble them, 
nat being any tokens oz ſignes of the wfte 
iudgement of God againſt men. 
Theophil. But truely they be very 
much deceiued frends W 
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then thoſe which ſuppoſed that the madde 
men and poſſeſſed with dinels,whictf lined 
in the time of our Lo2d and ſanionr Jeſus 
Chꝛiſt, and were by him bealed, were none 
ether then men ſick and troubled with mes 
lanchol ick, t chollerick diſcaſes:whoſe opi⸗ 
nid is altogither blaſphemous,fo2 thei take 
away t certentie of the chꝛiſtian faith, and 
deny the deuine nature of our Lo2d Jeſus 
Chꝛ iſt, repugning + lying againlt p tructh 
of þ thing: foꝛ how could þ dinels haue ſpo- 
ken W in their bodies, oz W ſo great fo:ce 
haue gone out of þ poſleſſed perſons, t haus 
toꝛne p members t partes of their bodies, 
if theſe thinges were but mere dzeemes of 
froubled minds, t fanſies,4 only fits of me» 
lacholick diſeaſes*Do are ſoꝛcerers plainly 
miſerable ſlaucs vnto Satan, s in ſubiecti⸗ 
on vnto him, him doe they wozſhip, to him 
do they cõmit themſelues, vca t offer vnto 
him cadles of ware in teken of honour. Yet 
ſome of the do ſeeme far mo2e abiece 4 fil- 
thily ſeruiſable. Fe2 when Satan ſheweth 
bumſelf vnto them in þ likencs ofa man, 
which is to ſhamtul to ſpeak, they kifſe his 
buttocks, which tdig certẽ of th afterward 
have frackli cofelled thẽ ſelues 2 
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And tbereloꝛe it hapneth vnto them, that 
they be delinerd ouer into ſo rep;obate 
ſenſe of mynde , that God puniſbeth them 
moſt iuſtiy, who, as 4 haue declared, doe 
molt obſtinately and vnthankfully, epther 
deſpiſe Chaiſtes goſpel which is offred vn⸗ 
to them, o: when they baue receiued it, and 
vnderſtod it, they taſte thereof very cold- 
ty andlightly. Jn which tw poyntes the 
moſt greateſt, and greuons contempt of 
God is perceived. Yowbeit,frende Antho- 
ny, mee thinketh J may truely ſay this 
much,p like as our Lo God purpoſed to 
ennoble and celebzate the firſt comming of 
bis only begotten ſonne Jeſus Chziff, aud 
minding to make the ſame famous and re- 
nowmed thzoughout all the wood, would 
baue that there ſhould be at that pꝛeſent 
many poſſeſſed with Diuels, lunatick per- 
ſons, blinde, dumbe, t deafe, whom Chʒiſt 
(ould reſtoꝛe to health, and whom the fa⸗ 
ther did in ſuch wiſe pzepare fo; the ſunne 
therebence, fo: him to reape glozie : ſo in 
this our age, wherein by his great and in- 
comp2chenfible beneũtes towardes mans 
kinde, as à ſpetial gift,he hath reſteed vn⸗ 
to vs the light of his holy golpell , of very 
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juſtice he will haue it , that moe deſpiſers 
of this reucaled light, rather at this dap, 
then brfo2r, fall into the ſnares of Satan, 
and become @ozcerers, that is to ſay , ads 
dicted vnto ſdatan, and that they which de- 
ſpiſe 


God may be the moze terrefied by er- 
ample ot theſe wzetches : and the Godly 
which with trur farth embꝛart the goſpel, 
may moze earnef{y pzaiſe god, and in cons 
ſideration of ſo great a benefit beftowey 
von them, vteld bato god the greater than⸗ 
kes, iudging their owne ſtate to be bleed, 
ſince by the ſingular benefit of God, they 
— — 
ſo great power of the Dinel. Doe pou not 
buderſtand, frende Anthony , why there 
be now a dayes moe witches , and Bozce⸗ 
rers,then were heretofo2c? 

Anthony. Wea verety Theophilus, and 
I geue you thankes fo2 telling it vnto me. 
But now to thintoent J may be t$2onghly 
confirmed m pour opinion , adde hereunts 
pour third argument, Which as pou ſayd, 
2 in the rcaſon of vpzight iudge⸗ 


Tb hil. Nou put me well in myude 
heron fo Jad atm teat are, 
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now J will take it in hand. Reaſon of bp- 
right and ſintere iudgement, willeth vs to 
beleue 5 there be Soꝛcerers The ſame is 
this, whereſoeuer is the true and efficient 
canſe of any thing, there is it neceſſarp alſo 
that þ effect doe follow, Foz crample ſake, 
whereſoeuer the Dunne is, there is both 
light + day, bicauſe the Sunne is true and 
efficient cauſe ot both. Whereſoeuer the 
Noꝛtherne winde bloweth, there it is cold, 
bicauſe p winde is ingenderer of coldnefe. 
And to apply this generall aſſumption to 
dur pꝛeſent argument: thus doe the Philo- 
fophers teach vs, which are conucrſant in 
ſearching t declaring p cauſes of thinges: 
ſach cauſes as are endued W ſonle t will, if 

wil t power dw there merte togither to da 
any thing, necefſarily and immediately 
theron enſueth the effect. Foz example. If a 
man be hungrie, and haue bꝛead lying by 
him, he will eate: il he be a thirſt, and haue 
d2inke nere, he wil dzinke:1f he be a colde, 
and he be bꝛought to a fyʒe, he will warine 
himſelf, Fo2 by this meanes he hath both a 
will and abilitie: wherefoze we mult nes 
teſſarely conclude y he will doe it. Doubt⸗ 
leſſe Satan is the cauſe of theſe witches, 

| | and 
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and intoxicatids. De hath both a deſire and 
abilitit toinct to do that miſchiet᷑, to dzawe 
men vnto him, and fo lincke them vnto 
him, (this power being geuen vnto him by 
the iuſt iudgement of God ouer rebcilious 
men) wherefoꝛe it is not to be doubted, hut 
that he would win t cafozce them to that 
kinde of wickednes. On which point, that 
I may the moze largely diſcourſe , this 
much 3 think pou will graunt me, Antho- 
ny, p there haue alwayes bin vnbelening 
men in the woꝛld, chat is to wit, not knows 


ing God out of his woꝛd, oz not regarding 


him when they knew him. 

Anthony, Pou may well pꝛeſume ſi 
much, ſer ing we ſe to many of that ſozt. 

Theophil. Neither will you alſo deny 
this,that Satan ſince the tune he renoun⸗ 
ted his firſt 921ginall , and was made a 
Dinell , alwapes applycd this, and as 
much as in him lap, indeuozed to plucke as 
way men from knowledge of the true god, 
t fro their aſſured hope of ſaluatid, ſmallp, 
to make the cõtẽne : refuſe Þ pꝛomiſes of 
god,perſuading the to yeld 8 neue ouer the 
ſclues vnto him, who be ſawe to be cold in 


the wozſhipping of god, e necligent in em · 


baacing 
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1 bꝛating his pꝛomiſes. 


Anthony, Pon ſay trueth, fo: Satan 
is like a roaring Lyon,who alwayes runs 
neth about ſeking whom he may deuoure, 

and pul from God, as ſapeth S. Peter, The 
firſt of Peter the v. chapter And vitt. verſe, 

Theophil. Bou well remember the 

place, Anthony, and the ſame is the cauſe 
why he is alſo in the Reuclationcallrd the 
olde Serpent, in the rx.chapter,andſecond 
verle, which is to ſap, the cõmon + ſwo2ne 
enemy of mankinde,as our ſatnour Ch2iff 
 ſayeth,in the xiii. chapter of Mathew, the 
rrviii. verſe, wozking and bainging'to' ef- 
fect , chiefly in the childzen of vnbeleefe, 
whatſocuer he will oꝛ liſteth, as ſapth D. 
Paule, the ſecond chapter to the Epheſians, 
the ii. verſe. Foz þ wzathof God commeth 
vpon ſtubburne men, Now therefoꝛe, ſinct 
by all theſe places it is euident that Satan 
hath a will ard deſire to dzawe men away 
from the feare and faithof God: it remay- 
neth now tat we ſee whether he haue pos 
wer alſo to pull them away, 

Anthony. Thon ſhall your whole rea- 
fon be co neluded and ended . But Jp2ay 
pou, Theophilus , hath Satan ſo * po⸗ 
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er vner men that he can plucke ſhem fr 
God, and pull them to himſelfe,being the 
creatures of God, made acco2ding to his 
Image, and ſpecially ſcruing vnto his 
vnely alo2y ? 

Theophilus. Trucly Anthony, à cons 


feſſe, that Satan coulde neuer haue bad 
that power, vnleſſe it were genen vnto 
him by almighty God, which by this moſt 
iuſt mcanes doth puniſh them, which molt 
vnthankefully and wickedly doe fozſake 
him. Howbeit, we are not able to ſhew the 
reaſo why God deliuereth this man moꝛe 
then that man vnto Satan, and wyll haue 
him be myſlead, moze then to ſay that this 
is the inſt wyl of God, which hath ſo deter⸗ 
mined : Not withſtanding, there was nes 
ner pet any Dozcerer, but he was lead a⸗ 
miſſe thzough his owne fault, and vnleſſe 
wittingly and willingly he had renounced 
God his creatour,and maker, the aua hour 
of his lyfe, and geuer of all good thinges 
whom be fozſaketh , and moſt impudent- 
ly and moſt traytcronfly refuſeth to take 
him fo2 his God, if he betake himſelfe to 
Satan,and become a ©o2cerer, 

. As this 2 
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ſap, Theophilus, that any man would re⸗ 
noũte his God, & not oncly gene eare 4 bes 
come obediẽt vnto Satan, whom he knows 
eth ſurely ts be Satan, but alſo become his 
ſernant and bondilaue ? 

Theophul. This is to true, foꝛ ſo do they 
al of the,whoſocuer become ſozcerers. Foz 
after 5 Satan hath once talken w them, 
whom he goeth about fo win 4 oterth2zow: 
he then afferwarde openly conkelleth p he 
is Satan, t the very Diuell: of whom the 
ſcripture maketh mencion, Wherefoze he 
comanndeth them to fozſ were God they 
create: 4 al his power, pꝛomiſing perpetu⸗ 
ally to obey t woꝛ hip him, who there tas 
dech in their p2cſence , that they ſhall acs 
knowledge him fo2 their god, cal vpõ him, 
p2ay to him, t truſt in him, Then biddeth 
he ph that they fall down t wozſhip him, 
after what maner and geſture of body he 
pleaſcth,and beſt liketh of, Thus ſome of 
them fall downe at his knees, ſome offre 
vnto him black burning cãdles, other kiſſe 
him in ſome part of his body where he ap⸗ 
peareth viſibly, other after sthers faſhids, 
as be commaundeth to be done. 
Anthony. O hob iuſtip — 
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cheſe wꝛetched t deteſtable men thus pu⸗ 
niſhed of god, whom they doe ſo wickedlp, 
falũip, and mittingly renouncc, being their 
creatour, father, and ſamonr 2 wherefoze 
now I meruaple no moze ait. 

Theophil. Foz this cauſe which J haue 
recited, God geueth Satan ſo great power 
over them, as j haue ſhewed : Firſt of the 
Ktnges,22,chap.the,22.verſe, And vnleſſe 
God did geue it, ſurelp Satan ſhould haue 
no power at all. 

Anthony. In all this your diſcourit, J 
baue percraued nothing to be ſo fat from 
trueth,as ſome ſuppoſe. And truly J much 
mcruayle, why they cannot perſuade the- 
ſelues that there be witches , and Sorce⸗ 
rers. 

Theoph il. 3 wyll pet ad one —— 
3 map at length tonclude this w 
ter, namely, howe men doe bec ſuch 
kynde of people , vpon diuers and ſunday 
cauſes. Dome 14 great diſtruſt in p 
pꝛomiſes 4 louc of God towardes them, 
other moued with exceding r bozrible va⸗ 
nitie of mpnde,t ouermuch curioſitie, dos 
fal into the ſame vice, toto loftily deſpiſing 
the meaſure and degree of humane nature, 

e This, 
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This, how true in deede it is, von may be⸗ 
hold: koꝛ ſome are made ſo2cerers thzough 
hope of ſufficiencie to ſuſtaine their pouer⸗ 
tie, to whom Satan p2omiſeth whole 
mountapnes of Gold, as þ pꝛouerbe ſayth. 
Such of lykelihode lacked mony to ſupply 
the oꝛdinary charges of they2 houſholde, 
oꝛ els were farre in debt, ſo that they gaue 
themſclucs vp willingly to the Diuell, in 
hope of mony. Others ſeing theſclues op⸗ 
p2efſed by ſome of moze power, & not ha- 
uing abilitie to defende themſelues, & not 
able to abide oꝛ put vp the iniuries done 
vnto them, haue deficred helpe of Satan, 
(who is very ready to reuenge & dw mur⸗ 
ther) and with willing myndes haue ſub- 
mittcd themſelues vnto him, and become 
his ſlaues. Which two ſoztes of men, 
haifFallen onely vato ſuche wickednefſe 
thꝛough great diſtruſt Þ god voth not loue 
the,noz wil help them, as though God had 
fo2ſaken the, 4 would not help the in they; 
aduerſitie. By theſe meanes many are cas 
ried away by ſatan, ſpecially cofifrey men, 
ignoꝛãt, ſ pe people, & ſuch as are iniu⸗ 
ried, being willing to be made Sv2cerers, 
Other ſome there be, who ede as 
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way w fonde vanitie of a pzoude mynde, 
whyle they arc not able to containe them⸗ 
ſelues within the compas of mans vnder⸗ 
ſtanding t capacitie,do peelde themſclues 
vaſſals to Satan, being deſierous to know 
thinges to come, to fozetel them to other: 
o cls ambitionfly deſiering caſely t with 
\mal frauayle to doe thoſe thinges which 
other cannot. By which meanes, many 
both of the hononrable, and learned ſozte, 
are ſeduced by ſatan, as certen noble men 
t women ol wozſhip t honour, and many 
ſchollars: Whom all, God iuſtiy hath pu⸗ 
niſhed,fo2 that they haue refuſed him, and 
wittingly vowed theſelnes to the Diuel. 
Anthony, Now verely Theophil. do 
fully perſuade my ſelfe, j there are diuel⸗ 
liſh witches, Dozcercrs, t that there are 
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J beſeche you reſolue me alſo in this one 


ones 
erciſe t powze 

Theophil. Jam willing ſo to da, but ſo 
W IPEL ty ob; > ooh hr 
of true biſtoztes. Fo2 A lyke not of they; 
trauapl,who in handling of this argumef, 
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hane painefully repozted them in they? 
great volumcs. 


The. ij. 9 


In vvhat kindes of thinges Sorcerers 
can caſt their poy ſons, to 


hurt them, 


Anthony, 

Pat ſhalbe ſufficient fo2 me, foꝛ 4 
am not delighted with thoſe chil- 
dich toyes, Yow the Theophilus, 
can this kynde of praple cal their 
divetih and intoxications vppon 
men, oꝛ bꝛute beaftes? What,can they in⸗ 
fect with their Sozceries the Ayze, Ma⸗ 
ter, Þerbes, and make hauocke vpon all 
thinges, as themſelues doe playnely con- 
kene, that they baue toꝛrupted the Ayꝛe of 


terten cities, and the whole ſoyle about by 


their Artes: 
Theophil. This may ſtande with gad 
reaſon, frende Anthony Y 5 like as you ſte, 
that he that tan caſt down an huge Oiant, 
be may wel ouerthꝛow a porting childe 
is weake and feeble; antes” 
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hurt a man with poyſon, can much 1028 
hurt any other thing Fo2 man is a pʒudẽt 
creature, wiſe, pꝛouident, foꝛeſeing daun⸗ 
gers, created to the Image and likeneſſe of 
God. He that can deceaue & hurt him, wyll 
confefſe Þ» he can much moze ealelp intoxi⸗ 
cate a bʒute beaſt without vaderſtanding: 
as is a Yozſe, a Dheepe, an Ore, a Cowe, 
which cannot ſo diligently pꝛouide t loke 
to themſelues in daungers, as can a man. 
And he Þ can infect a bzute beaſt, can much 
moꝛe bewitch an Hearbe, a Tree, Cozne, 
the bolt of a doe, the ſcales of a ladder, 
Wyne, Mater, and the Apꝛe. All which 
thinges we touch t handle when we lyſt. 
And ouer all theſc things Soꝛcerers haue 
power ſo farre as it pleaſeth God, thꝛough 
them to reuenge the contempt of himſelfe 
vpon men, and to puniſh our cXenccs, 
Anthony. Then baue they power oucr e⸗ 
uery thing, neither is there any thing, ſu 
farre as I can perceaue , that can eſcape 
their poyſoning, and witchcraft. 
Theophil, Fozaſmuch as theſe witches 
be diuelliſh t very crafty,truely they are a⸗ 
ble fo infec with their poyſon whatſoever 
is in þ earth that is coꝛruptible t moꝛtall, 
C. ii. vnleſle 
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is not of that ſo2t,that is to wyt , moꝛtall 
t coʒruptible. Whercfoze we muſt needes 
confefſe, that their Arte hath power ouer 
all theſe inferiour thinges. | 
Anthony, @hew me ſome examples 
of theſe thinges,gentle Theophilus, 
Theophil. J wyll de ſo, And ſtrit it is 
molt certen they haue power ouer men, 
fo2 that we dayly behold, whilſt ſome they 
kyll with ther poyſons, e ſome they make 
ſicke and paſt reconery, haue ſ@ne them, 
who with onely laying their handes vpon 
a nurſes bꝛeaſtes, haue dꝛawne fwzth all 
the milke,and dzyed them vp. J haue ſeene, 
that haue cauſed vnto ſome moſt greuous 
paine of the. Cholick , wzinginges in the 
vellp, the Goute,the Paiſte,the Apoplerie, 
that haue alſo made men lame and fie⸗ 
ble, and caſte them info other diſeaſes, 
whiche neither themſelues afterwarde, 
neither pet moſt excellent learned Phiſt- 
tions could knowe,o2 cure. And theſe (02- 
ccrers doe cruelly rage vpon all men, of 
all genders,ages,t oꝛders, without choice 
da exception, os Ra 
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Che ſernantes and plouwmen if they bir 
angrie, will intoxitate their maiſters. And 
as loꝛ beaſtes and cattell, they poyſon thent 

to death ſundzte wayes : and if they be dil⸗ 
poſed, they will not kill them fozthwith, 
but make them \well,o2 make them leane 
and pine away, in ſuch wiſe that there is 
nothing wozſe oz moze hurtfull then their 
wickednefſe. Bozeoner,they will enchaunt 
wilde beaſtes, and make them ſtand ſtill 
that you may kake them in your hand , as 
it is wzitten in p lviii.pſalme, the v. verſe: 
as the Herpentes, and Alpes. Although @. 
Auguſtine in the xi. baue of Gene, vpon 
the letter, the xxviii chapter, wziteth that 
it may be done by Satan moſt eaſily vpon 
a Derpent oz Snake, bicauſe that by his 
conference and familiaritie with the Ser- 
pent , at the beginning mankinde was ſe- 
duced, as if this were the ſerpentes puniſhs 
ment, in recompence of his ſeruice, to bee 
moꝛe ſubiect and bounde at the call t com⸗ 
maundement of Satan: Howbeit, experi⸗ 
ence it ſelf teacheth that that which is dene 
in him, may likewiſe be done by ſozcerers 
in all other living thinges. Foꝛ the holy 
nreute in the third e 
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tet downe vnto vs, that the ſerpent is moze 


addicted oz ſubied to Satan, then the other 


tation of S. Auguſtine, in my iudgement, 
is ouer ſubtile. And as foz Yerbes,Tres, 
with their berries and fruites, and all ſuch 
like tbinges, truely they may be by them 
intoricated , which that notable ſaying of 
Virgil, pzoceeding from dayly experience, 
ſheweth in the viii. Ecloge. 


Theſe oy & once in — which did 
e; theſe poyſons vile, 
— did Mera giue: for many 
growe in Pontus ſoil e. 
| Likewiſe. 
And Corne fieldes into other place I faw 
them to remooue, UVppon Which place 
Seruius Honoratus, a very wel lcarned ins 
terpꝛetour, as alſo Pliny in p place which 
A bane befoꝛe alteaged,doe ſhewe what pu⸗ 
niſhment was apointed by lawe of the xii. 


tables againſt them that had enchaunted 


£o2ne fieldes, And as touching Ap2e,t was 
ter, what may be moze caſily coꝛrupted the 
thepꝛſo þ thoſe elementes (hall neither be 
balſame 192 pꝛoſitable to any, 


— 
regte 


pe 


beaſtes. In fine, all this reaſon and diſpu ' 
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peſtiferous t hurtfull. Fo2 ſufficienf pzofe 
whereof, may bee that only ſome peſtilent 
fmell oz vapour doth in ſuch wile infec'an 
whole regio thzough which it b:eatheth, y 
moſt greeuous and infecttous diſeaſes are 
thereby engendꝛed. Did you neuer J pꝛay 
vou, here talke what hath chaũced in Cam- 
pania a part of Italy, and how the whole re⸗ 
gid in which p place called Auernus( which 
is a hollow cane vnder ground, frb which a 
lothſome t hot ſtinking ſauoꝛ ifſueth fozth) 
ſendeth abꝛoad his exbalation , is ſo nop⸗ 
ſome,s the birdes which ũ pe nere to it dos 
fall downe dead, with the only ſtinck of the 
place: what ſhal J ſay of Marc mortuum oz 
the dead ſea (which is ſo called in Judza,) 
whoſe bꝛeath is ſo peſtilent £ hartful,y all 
the coaſt nere about lpeth waſte and foz⸗ 
loꝛne, the trees are ſcozched, the ground is 
barren + vafrutefal by reaſon of þ ſauour : 
Anthony, Jremember J haue read al 
theſe thinges : but tell me if there were 
euer anp moncion made in any hiſto2y, 
that the Ayze was toꝛ rupted by this kinde 
of people? 
Theophil. Pea mary, firlf in the hiſtozy 
of Caliſthus Nicephorus ä 
otters 
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vou will graunt , may bee cozrupted, And 
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Waiter,who in the riiti.boke » xbiii.chap⸗ 
ter,telleth how the Percian Magicians , to 
thintent they would make the Chziſtian 
religion odious vnto their King, cauſed a 
rotten ſtinking and peſtilent ſmell to ryſe 
out of that place, in which Maruthas biſhop 
of the Chꝛiſtian Church, 4 the other chꝛi⸗ 
frian Percians,met togither to make their 
pꝛapers vnto God. 
Anthony, Why the ayze moneth con- 
tinually,and is alwayes th2ough blowne 
and v2tuen about with the winde, that it 
cannot foiſter no2 ſtãd ſtill: which mouing 
in the aye, 

Theophil. The water lykewiſe runs 
neth continually, which not withſtanding, 


loke by what meanes the water may bes 
cozrupted:by the ſame alſo maybe þ ape. 
bicauſe that filthie ſauour is diſperſed and 
ſpꝛed ab2oad though them both, which na⸗ 
turall elementcs are thinne,and vnable to 
reſiſt. Foz both of them are eafily cozrup- 
ted, by reaſon that they do ſane admit and 
peld to the external qualitie. As foz eram- 
pn aaa = 
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ſone colde : the ap2e in one day is hot, in 
the ſame warme, and cold, which thing we 
doe molt cuidently percetne in the ſpzing, 
and Aufumpne: Foz the ſcifſame ay2e is 
then found in the mozning colde, at none 
hot, and at cuening warme. And the ayze 
being moze thin and liquide then the was 
ter and moꝛe vnable to reſiſt, is ſoner any 
moꝛe eaſily affected by externall and agent 
qualities. 

Anthony. Surely there are ſome that 
cannot beleue that theſe can doe ſuch thin⸗ 
ges, but rather that thzough great folly and 
oſtentation of their arte and abilitie, they 
craftely make bzagges thereof , to make 
men afrayd of them: o2 elſe that thzough 
madneſſe they boaſt of it, fo2 that ſome of 
them being fronbled with Pelanchelicke 
diſeaſcs , haue ſome times imagined that 
they could doe the like. 

Theophil. In derde J tonfeſſe Antho- 
ny, that God firſt w2ought the ſame , who 
by this meanes , and by theſe men as his 
inſtruments, puniſheth the ſynnes of men: 
but not w ſtanding deny Þ which they af- 
firme, that theſe thinges are alwayes falſe 
dꝛeames of diſeaſed myndes, when Soꝛce⸗ 
rcrs 
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rers ſay they infect the ayꝛe: which in did 
they dw ſo often, and truely, which may 
thus be pꝛoued: Firft that no cogitation oz 
imagination of another man, tan be fealt 
and pertepued of vs, neyther can attual- 
ly as they ſap hurt our bodie. Jmagine that 
vou had killed me, and ſuppoſe it in pour 
mynde as earneſtip as pou can, ſhall my 
god health therefoze be altered, o2 in any 
poynt diminiſhed 2 Surelp not at all. Foz 
no mans falſe oʒ vaine imagination is able 
to jnfect, oꝛ b2ing diſeaſes vpon any other 
mans body. But we feelc how ſozcerers ef- 
fectually bzing diſeaſes, we ſer alſo howe 
they haue cauſed plagues, thoſe moſt gree- 
cannot be denyed. Po2couer in the midſt of 
their paines t toʒmentes they confcfſe they 
haue done ſuch things, ſpecially when they 
be lead to executiũõ fo ſuch crimes, Final- 
lp, the conſent 4 azrement which is found 
amongthe al,confirmeth our opinion. Foz 
in vapne cogitations 4 fanſies of p mynde, 
there cannot be one ſelfſame voyce,but one 
man may imagine a diuerſe thing from 
another. Fo2 every mynde hath his owns 
pꝛoper ad ion, neither is it poſſible p 1 * 
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fo many men, and diſperſed abꝛode in fs 
many places, one whole confozmitie and 
conſent of vaine cogitations , not agree ing 
in place,tyme, noz maner of doing, could 
conco2d,agte&, oꝛ be coꝛreſpondent, vnleſſe 
theſe thinges chaunced ſo, and were in deed 
as they do repoꝛt. Vea mozeoner , they do 
this which J wil tell, a thing paſſing mers 
uelous,they wil tie a knot vpon a point,as 
dur cuntreymen ſpeake, that is to ſay, they 
can hinder and binde maryed couples that 
they ſhal not pay their due one to theother, 
v2 at leaſtwiſe that one of them ſhall not. 
Anthony, What is Þ you ſay, Theophile 
Theoph. It is euen as à tell yon Antho- 
ny. Foz if they be able w their poyſons to 
impaire þ god helth of men, to diminiſh p 
ſtrength a fozce of p body, weake p ſinues, 
dull d ſenſes,+ to diſtemper p inward hu⸗ 
mours:what merucile is it if they can hins 
der p vertue + acte of generation, which is 
tontapned Win þ bodie in certen veſſels of 
ſerd, either by caſting in by their venim an 
duer coldnes of the veſſels, oꝛ elſe rayſing 
a certen hatred oz miſiikirg one of p other 


betweene man t wife, whom in ſuchwiſe 
they do trouble, which A do 8 
e 


A Dialogue 
they doe by Satanicall -»tes,vet due they it, 
to thintent they may ſow diſcoꝛde and cons 
tencion betweene them, befweene whom 
ought to be ſounde and great agreement. 
ſelues, bicauſe they hate them whom they 
doe ſo moleſt, although vadeſeruevly and 
without cauſe, but to the imitacion and er- 
——— — — 
to ſowe cocltle among men. Mathew the 
riii, Chapter. xxxix. verſe. John the third 
Chapter, and x.verſe. 


Anthony. aue vou any examples, oz 
es to conſirme pour ſaying? 


Theophil. Pea, à haue both. And as foz 
examples, they arc almoſt infinite , dayly 


J baue that are moſt ſure, Firſt . — 
{tine, amõg the ſund2y meanes ofhurting, 
which he attributeth vnto So2cerers , in 
the vii.treatiſe vpon S. lohn, retiteth bin- 
dinges, whercof this binding is a kinde,of 
which we now ſpcake. Pozeoner Þ which 
of all the learned of his time, in the eight 


Ecloge pʒoueth the ſame, . Foz this Li 
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from dayly erperit᷑te fayth; 
Knit collers — & in — 


— — fitte. 
1 
— —— and ſay thus: I Venus 
ſame alſo is cofirmed 
— which is the ted wth Carr 
— — And if tte 
— — — 
— nas, in the. i. Sum. the iy. 
— pdiſputeth,+ p20- 
— — they may 
t hinder the engend2ing kacultie. 
that I knowe ive not what to ay 03 bidde 
— not what to ſap, o: 
Theophilus, What 
if 
that, will ſeme + if I benen, 
and Apuleus doe credibly — 
22 that it can not be ſo, 25 


» What1s that? 1722 

— — gamen, mes apes, 
ama, Ye Dr 
fe” F., Theophil 
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Theophil. Pea truly Anthony, rrade ß 
0 18, Chapter of his wozke De Ciuitate 

dei, where &, Auguſtine repozteth , that 
-many both heathen men and Chziſtians 
haue ſayd, that they were ſo franſkourmed, 
ſpecially one Daniznetus, and Præſtans, 
with many other moe, G 


Anthony. Surety that can nat ber, that 
an euyl ſpirite oz Diuell can chaunge our 
nature 62 being as they call it. Foz this is þ 
only pꝛopertie and power of God, that as he 
hath created the natures of thinges,ſo is he 


Able to channge them:which Satan cannot 
doe by any meanes,neither by himſelf;net- 
eee Re 


 Theophil Pon ſay trueth, and ſo ſaint 
— w2iteth in another place, 
Powbcit they that ſay they were ſo tranſ- 
fourmed , they do but ſuppoſe that ſome- 


time they lined ſo, pet they are deteiued, 


 and-thoſebe none other then falle ſanſies 


and imaginations , which by meanes of 
ſome ſtronge illuſion 5 93 great ſickneſſe, 
are impꝛinted in their myndes. ut 4 do 
ge wa rt mw 
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geth ſome into that perſuaſion, which that 
ber may b2ing to paſſe, ye bzingeth I 
fiepe and blyndeth their outward ſenſes, 
then bzingeth hee into their imagination 
ſand2y fourmes of thinges , which he im⸗ 
pꝛinteth ſo cffectually within their trou⸗ 
bled myndes and humoures, that they 
thinke themſelues in ded tobe at that pꝛe⸗ 
ſent x to haue bin ſach things. So likewiſe, 
philitibs teach vs » there are cert? diſeaſes 
of the bodie, wherein a man ſhall ſ@eme to 
himſelf to be a Woulfe,an Yogge,an Ore, 
a Pule,likewiſe that they be all made of 
glaſe,o2 of Mare, t ſuch other like thing. 
A baue alſo ſene one that would affirme 
- andſweare, that ha was a Cocke: wheres 
foze the true and vudoubted cauſe of ſach 
illuũons, and deceiptions of minde, which 
may be done by D92:cerers arte,vependeth 
vpon this, that the humours and tempera⸗ 
ment of the bodie being diſtempered, the 
parties themſelues ſeeme after a ſo2t to be 
chaunged, and alienated from themſelues, 
by wozking af the Diueil, that they ſhall 
not know any ather thinges that are repꝛe⸗ 
ſented vato them: 90 that thoſe that be ſo 
— : an "4 
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A Dialogue 


they are \nch as they repoꝛte, whichnof- 
witſtanding are but mere illuſions of the 


Diuell. 

Anthony, But Nabucadnezar King 
of Afſsyrians, was tranſfourmed into a 
bꝛute beaſt, and eate graſſe the ſpace of 
ſenen peares, as it is read in Daniel, the 
fourth chapter. 

Theophil, Sv it is. But that is thus 
to be vnderſtwde of Nabucadnezer, that 
we muſt not thinke that his humane nas 
ture was conuerted into the eſlencie os be⸗ 
ing of a bꝛute beaſt. But his conuerſation 
was and his mynde and affecti⸗ 
on, which was wont to be deſirous of mis 
company. Pozeouer that we muſt graunt 
that all this befell vnts him by the power 
of almightie God our creatour, and not by 
Satans meanes (by which onely So2ces 
rers doe wozke ) to haue beene bzought to 
paſſe ; Foz God is able to take away oz 
change the eſſfcies o2 natures of thinges, 
but Satan is not able. Wherefoze thoſe 
things which are ſome men 
are chuerted into wolues, are to be iudged 
moſt falſe , Yowbeit there be lome p; afs 
firme ras ſuch hinges tobe done amang th 
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karre Noztherne people,nigh to the riuers 
Boryſthenes,# Tanais. But wheras Varro 
wꝛyteth, that there is a Lake in Arcadia, 
ouer which thoſe that doe paſſe, become 
Wolues : J think it muſt thus be under⸗ 
ſtode,Þ by reaſon of the feare which men 
conceaue in paſſing ouer Þ moſt perilious 
Lake, they thinke thẽſelues tobe wolues: 
otherwiſe J would ſay that all that hiſtozp 
ance mere tryfles, and oulde wpues 
Anthony, Bitberto you haue ſufficiftly 
declared ouer what kynd of thinges fozce- 
rers haue power. Dhew me alſo this one 
thing, why theſe wicked men are able to 
intoricate e poyſon god and godly Chꝛi⸗ 
ſtian men, which thing moſt certen and 
dayly experience pꝛoueth to be true. 
Theophil. The ſolution of this your des 
maunde is eaſy, freende Anthony, Firſt, 
God that is moſt iuſt by that meanes doth 
puniſh the ſinnes of his childꝛt᷑. #02 thoſe 
whom we terme godly t true Chiſtians, 
they are many tymes not oncly not withs 
out their infirmities and 
but ſabiec alſo vnto greuons ſinnes and 
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firft Epiſtle, the firſt Chapter, the ix.and x. 
verſe. If wee ſay that wee haue no ſinne, 
wee make God a lyar, 'Wherefoze theſs 
aretuftly by God puniſhed, beſtves that 
by this kinde of crofſeand affliction , God 
tryeththe patience of his choſen: Foz lyke 
as her p2oued his ſeruaunt lob by the in⸗ 


_ turiesof themoſt vngovly men the Caldes: 


ſo doth hee alſo pzoue his betoned people 
by the witchcraft and poyſoning of Soꝛzte⸗ 
rers, which redoundeth vnto the pzofit and 
tommoditie of the faifhfull. Foz as Daina 
Paulcſaythto the Romans the fift Chapter, 
and third verſe. Affliction bringeth pa- 
tience, patience bringeth probation, proba- 
tion bringeth — neuer confoun. 
deth, for the loue of God is ſowen in our 
hartes through the holy Ghoſt, @o that the 
godly ought patiently to abive theſe afflic- 
tions, ſo to ſubmit themſelues to God, and 
confirme themſelues wholy vnto his will 
and pleaſure, i 

Anthony. J ſtucke faſf in the water, 
as the P2ouerbe ſayeth , and J made a 
doubt where was none, oz which as J 
percepue, us eality reſolued. And fince you 
haue aptlyaunſweredmg vnto 


thoſe thaw 
pointes 
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kindes of thinges theſe Sozcetors 


haue power , and can exertiſe their artes : 
I beſœch you Theophilus, —— 


The fourth Chapter, 


After what ſort and meanes 2 
— wn ogy - 


Poyſon thinges, 
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©2 any of theſe ſo2cerers,no2 neuer minde 
to be: neither twke 3 fo2 any pꝛayſe, foz d 
knowledge of theſe matters. Bowbeit ſo 
farre as myne abilitie ſhall extend, 4 wyll 
ſatiſfie your honeſt requeſt. This therfoze 
is that which you require of me , by what 
meanes Do2cerersdoe wozke, and infect 
thinges with their poyſon: wherein J will 
anſwere that which is moſt true, that they 
doe all theſe thinges by meanes, inftinc, 
and craft of the moſt miſerable a wicked 
Satan the Dinell . Fo2 this much J dare 
affirme vnts vou, that there is no ſo2cerer 
but he maketh a league 4 couenant with 
the Diuel, and voweth himſcife vato him. 
In confirmation of which vowing, he re⸗ 
ceaueth in his body ſome note oz marke 
made and impꝛinted by Satan in ſome 
parte, which he alwayes bearcth aboute 
him, ſome vnder they2 eye liddes, others 
betwene their buttockes,ſome in the roofe 
of their mouth, and in other places where 
it may be hid e cõcealed from vs. Although 
ſome be of opinion, that all Sozterers are 
not pꝛiuily pꝛicked and marked by Sas 
> but thoſe onely of whoſe conſtancie 
bun ba ſtandeth "> 


thoſc of whom he donbfethnof, are left vn⸗ 
marked:yet may I ſay thus mo2e certenly 
and truelp, that there is none of them vpon 
whom he hath not ſet ſome note oz token of 
his power t pꝛerogatiue oner them:which 
to thintent the iudges and ſuch as are ſef 
inauchozitie of life and death, and to en. 
quire of ſuch matters, may the better per⸗ 
ceiue, let them ſpecially pꝛouide, that when 
any of theſe ſhalbe conuented befoze them, 
to poulle and haue them where occaſion 
(hall ſerne,al the body ouer, leaſt haply the 
marke may lurke vnder the heare in any 
place. Foz they haue made a conenif with 
Satan, t themſelues foz their part agayne 
bane made him ſuch a pꝛomiſe. Satan in 
this wiſe: that they ſhall acknowledge and 
wozſhip him fo2 their God:and they on the 
other ſide, that Satan ſhall helpe and de- 
fend them. Do acco2ding to conenaunt ſas 
tan helpeth them, and acco2ding to they: 
p2ayers ſo wozketh and doth he fo2 them: 
and they agapne obey his pꝛeceptes, and 
commaundementes. 

Anthony, Pea , but fozaſmuch as Sa- 
tan of his owne nature is a great lyer, yea 
the father af lycs, ber pt” 
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fulfill his pꝛomiſe, as vou haue ſayd s + 

Theoph. Satan is not alwapes a lper,. 
though he be al wayes adecepuer. Foz of- 
tentimes he ſpeaketh truth, that he max 
decepue thoſe that heare him: and often 
times he perfourmeth his pꝛomiſe, bis 
cauſe he will not ſeeme to be a decepuer, 
but rather a teller of truthe. When Sa⸗ 
tan ſayd of our Saniour Chzift, in Parke 
the. J. Chapter, the. xxiii. verſe, Thou 
arte that holy one of God: Ye ſayd true, 
and lyed not, But what was his mynde 
then? Fo2ſwthe that they whiche hearde 
that, Could after warde be deceyued. And 
when he ſayd as much of Paul and Sillas 
in the. xv j. chapter of Actea, the. xvij. verſe, 
in theſe woꝛdes, Theſe men are the ſer · 
uantes of the great God, whiche hewe vn- 
to you the way of ſaluation: he ſayd true, 
pet not withſtanding de was a deceyuer, 
and by that meanes he ſought a way to de⸗ 
mile, t perfo:meth thoſe thinges which be 
hath couenated with þ Sozcerers, be voth 
it to ß intent that afterward be may mvze 
eaſely t readely ſeduce tht᷑, s alio the mozs 
affurevly binde and allye them vnto him. 

Antho. Pzoceede then à pzay ꝑou, & de- 
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tlare the nicancs whereby they do work. 

Theo. This is almoſt the maner of mas 
king their covenant, Firſt Dat requireth 
of the that they do wholly e fully renounce 
the true God,creatoz ofal thinges,the loꝛd 
ol heauen & hell, e that hencefozward they 
ſerue him, who there pꝛolelleth him ſelfe 
without dilſimulation to be Satan, and 
thathereafter they depend at his becke and 
comaiſidemet,ſeeking al their helpe of him. 
Which renouncing e denying of the true 
God, with the moſt abhominable foz\we- 
ring of him, is the firſt ſtep t entrance to 
make frendchip t agreemet betwene theſe 
wicked men © Satan,and the firſt bargain 
of all this buſines. Unto theſe in this de⸗ 
teſtable maner being receined into ſeruict 
t flauery to Sati, be then genetha marke 
either w his teeth o2 hand, t then willeth 
enery ont to demaunde of him what they 
would haue him do foz the, teaching them 
the ſafeſt + pꝛiuieſt wayes to renenge the- 
ſelues vpon thoſe whs they hate. Then ge- 
neth he pouders, rotes, i poyſens into the, 
ether by himſelf oz by others p are there in 
u redines, p they may freely t ſately intoxi⸗ 
tate wbõ they lift. Then this vngracious x 


new ſcruat of ſatan,euery day afterward 
offreth ſomes 
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fomething of his gods to his patrone, ſonu 
his dogge,ſome his hen, and ſome his cat, 
Jn which dwing, there is a greater ratify- 
ing ol their deede, and deniall of the true 
God, then in their firſt contra. And to 
conclude, this is the ſumme of al their wic⸗ 
kedneſſe. But Satan diſtruſting the con- 
ſcancie of his ſeruauntes, ſhoztly after cal⸗ 
leth them togither into a Diueliſh Wina⸗ 
goge, and that he may alſo vnderſtand of 
them howe well and diligently they haue 
fulfilled their office of intoxicating com⸗ 
mitted vnto them, + whs they haue flaine: 
wherefoze they mecte togither in certen gs 
pointed places, not al of them togither,noz 
at once,but certen of them whom he pleas 
ſeth to call, ſo that he apointeth where they 
ſhall mete,and at what houre of the dap, 
oꝛ ofthe night: wherein they haue no ſure- 
nes,noz certentie. Foz theſe metinges are 
not weekely,noz monthly, noz yerely,but 
when and how often it ſhall ſeeme god to 
this their maiſter , And many times him- 
ſelf warneth them to mete,ſometimes he 
apoynteth others to warne them in his 
ſteve, But when he dothit himſelf, be ap⸗ 
F 
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in ſome other fourme whereby they may 
know him, in ſo much that it hapneth ma⸗ 
ny tymes,that among a great company of 
men, the ®Dozcerer only knoweth Satan, 
that is pzeſent , when other do not know 
him,although they ſee another man , but 
who oz what he is, they know not. But 
whenheciteth them to appeare by any of 
his other diſciples and Soz:cerers , vnto 
which appearance both tyme and place is 
— — — 
miſerable metinges, and impious Dpnas 
goges , which they call Satanicall Sabs 
bathes : then do they miete. Andifany 
chance to pꝛetend, that the tourny is long, 
oꝛ themſelues weake and feble, and that 
they ſtand-in feare and dꝛead of men, hes 
anſweareth them ſufficiently to all their 
ercuſations. Fo2 he pꝛomiſeth that himſelf 
wil conuay them thither, that are ſo weak 
that they cannot trauaile of themſelues: 
which many tymes he doth by meanes of a 
ſtaffe oʒ rod, which he delinereth vnto the, 
o2 pzomiſeth to de it by fozceof acerten 
oyntment which he will gene them : and 
ſometimes be offrcth them an hozſe to ride 
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| them a meanes how they ſhall goe and not 


be ſeene during all the time of the ioꝛnep, 
and come ſafely thither. In the ende he 
tutteth away all pꝛetentes and excuſes of 
abſence, and he ſheweth the theſe meanes, 
bicauſe he won!de ſeeme to be moze lo⸗ 
ning; and carefull ouer them, thereby to 
make them moze bounde and beholding 
vnto him. Thus whe they merte together 
he appeareth viſivily vnto them in ſundzie 
fourmes, as the head + chiete of that con- 
gregation. @ometiume he talketh with 
them in ſhape of a man, ſometime like a 
molt filthy bucke goate, and fometims in 
other lickneſtes. Then doe they all repeate 
in acknowtedging him to be their God, th 
kal they to dauncing, wherin he leadeth the 
daunce , oz els they hoppe and daunce me⸗ 
rely about him, ſinging moſt filthy. ſonges 
made in his pꝛayſe. Whiche beeing all fi- 
niſhed, then he demaundeth agayne: of 
them what they woulde require of him, 
and what poyſons they lacke to intoxitate 
any man. And as any of them vtteveth 
the cankred requeſt of their poyſoned 
. 


üs seids BEaGEERAre 


them a meanes to reuenge. Foz bnfo ſome 
he geneth poyſons ready made, and others 
he teacheth howe to make and mingle 
new, Unto others he geueth certayne tos: 
kens,andcharecers,and wozdes,0; opnts 
ments, by vertue whereof he pꝛomiſeth 
them they ſhall fozcknowe moſte ſurely 
thinges to come, and bzing to effect what: 
ſoener they would wozke, Finally, if in 
any thing they neede his pꝛeſence and 
belpe, by conenant be pꝛomiſeth to be pꝛe⸗ 
ſent with them. Do that the meanes 
whereby ©0ozcerers doe intoricate , art 
partly manifeſt and ſtarke poiſons, whoſe 
ingredience,asthey terme them, are deads 
ly and moꝛtiferous, and condemned by 
the learned Phiſitions , foz thinges that 
kil pzeſently: partly they are without poi⸗ 
ſon, that we oz the Do2eerers themſelues 
can bnderſtande of, howbeit they mingle 
ſome with them: partly alſo they put no 
viſible poyſon to hurte into them, which is 
much moze maruclous thi any of þ other 
twayne aboue ſpecified. Wherfoze,if they 
haue mingled any of p manifeſt t known 
poiſons, they are ſone perceived of pPhiſi- 
. 
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they vnderſtand by their cofeſſion of what 
ſtuffe they conũſt, and are made. And thoſe 
whith they gene,not themſelues knowing 
what they bee,o2 of what thinges they bee 
compounded,notwithſtanding 


ingit either only with$ apꝛe 02 bzeath of 
their mouth, o2 elſe holding a certen rote 
vnto chem, which they chawe , 4 fo do kill 
and deftrop men with only talking with 
them. And whereas many tymes they in⸗ 
toricate them whom they touch not, it may 
not ſ@me ſtraunge vnto vs: Foz then the 
intorication is done by Satan himſelf, pꝛi⸗ 
nily caſting fo:thez blowing þ powder oz 
rote vpon them, at᷑ the Dozcerers requeſt: 
which Satan doth accozding to touenant, 
as I haue ſapd, by reaſon wherof in certen 
thinges he is their ſeruant, and ſupplyet) 
nto them his wicked and cruell atten⸗ 
daunte. 

Anthony. Truely TheophilusJ wan 
al in a quaking colde, when you tolde euen 
now tJole hozrible — 


Theophil, They are ſo, Anthony. 

Antioay, But 4 p2ay youſir, where 
haue pou learned them: 

Theophil. Out of their confeſſions al- 
moſt infinite, and very like to be true;out 
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chat Sozcerers can —— no god thing 
ol Satan, hut ſuche counſels and pꝛetepts 
-as-p20ceede from a vile and naughtie diſ⸗ 
poſition, ſuche as is, to reuenge himſelke, 
to intoxicate ſtraungers, to flap men 
at vnwares , and to miniſter all theſe 
thinges pꝛiuelie, none knowing oz wit⸗ 
ting of it. Some alſo there ber that re⸗ 
uenge them ſelues, eyther ſuche as hats 
their bzothers , beeing the childzen of the 
Diuell, as ſayth Sainc John, the firft of 
John, the thirde chapter, and tenth verſe, 
- as we are on the other ſibe tommaunded 
.all by the erpꝛeſſe commaundement of 
God,to loue all men, Pathcw the. 4 
ker. xliii. verſe. Wherfoze J ſuppoſe theſe 
two popntes to be true. 
T heophulus, Wherin then dor you dila⸗ 
gra from me, Anthony? 
Antho, Fozſwth in theſe th2& thinges, 
. Firlt in this, that the Sozcerers ſay, and 
; pou likewile falowing the truthe of their 
_ confeſſion doe affirmethe ſame , that vo 
rely and co2pozally they ber pꝛeſent in 
thoſe aſſemblies which are called by Sa- 
tan. Secondly, where you ſay that they 
bee caried by Satan vuto thole Drone 
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of witches. Cap. III 
Tbirdly, in that whithe von ſayde lalke, 
that they can intoxicate men without any 
mingling of poyſon, Fo2 J can not per⸗ 
ſwade my ſelfe that any thing can poſſibty 
be by mere vopces, wozdes, figures, az 
tharecters, hurte, holpen, popſoned, oz ins 

toricated. 

Theophilus, J will anſwere pou o2der- 
ly to theſe th2ee poyntes. And as touching 
the firſt ; Doe you not thinke, Anthony, 
that Do:cerers doe mite tonither , and 
be pꝛeſent in thoſe their dineliſhe conuen- 
ticles and Dynagogues, notwithſtanding 
that they vaunt themſelues thereof? Pow © 

Z pꝛay pou then doe you thinke it ise 

Anthony, Dnely in cogitation of mind, 
and illuſion of the Dincll, like as in our 
lle pe we thinke that we haue ſcene many 
thinacs , and to haue beene in ſuche 
places where we neuer were: and many 
times that we haue talken with thoſe that 
are verp farre of from vs, yea perhaps 
moze than two hundzed miles. The like 
whereof happeneth to Soꝛcerers thꝛougu 
crafte of the Diuel, who ſund2y times alſo 
deludeth vs in other matters, in ſo muche 
that oftentimes we thinke that we ſee, 

O. 9. touche, 
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touche, and feele thinges, whiche in derde 
we neither ſee, noꝛ fecle. And that you ſhal 
not thinke that J am of this opinion with- 
out ſufficient reaſon, à haue many extel⸗ 
lent learned and auncient men, of myne 
opinion. Thꝛoughout all the diſcourſe of 
this queſtion, you haue often commended 
Saint Auguſtine, But be in place where 
he intreateth of the chaunged ſhapes of 
men, as in the. xviii.boke de Civitate Dei, 
teacheth, bhowe thinges that are belteued 
and ſuppoſed do ſo come to paſſe in deede, 
fo2 as much as therein that power of the 
minde which is one of the chiefe fine, and 
is termed the L hantaſie, and reſteth in the 
fozemoſt part of the bzapne, J mcane the 
phantafie,is hurt and diſturbed by Satans 
meanes, and the ontwarde ſenſes buried, 
and by him marucloufly troubled, Why 
then ſhould we not ſo thinke of the me- 
ting and pzeſence of Sozcerers 2 And if 
dzunken men, when hote vapours aſcende 
out of their ſtemackes into their bzapne, 1 
ſuppoſe they ſce ſuch thinges as be abſent ; 
and if the fickencfe of melancholie doe 
perſuade many thmges to thoſe that art 
icke of that viſcaſc, whiche they nevther 
deg 
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doe ſe,no2 are pꝛeſent: we may thinke 
and define that theſe thinges happen to 
S02cerers by illuſion of Satan, who is of 
greater fo2ce than any of the aboue named 
cauſes, to trouble the vertues and powers 
of the minde, and not to thinke that in 
derde ſuch thinges be pꝛeſent, oz that them 
ſelnes be in place where they ſuppoſe. Foz 
Satan is able to hurt i binde the powers 
of the minde , and ſtrength of the body, 
as Thomas Aquinas teacheth, and as bes 
fo:e him &, Auguſtine in the. vii, boke 
of Geneſis vpon the letter the. ri. Chapter 
bath wzitten. Beſides this, the ſame S. 
Auguſtine in a certayne Epiſtle of his 
vnto his familiar friend Nebridius, which 
is the, lxxii. in number, diſtinguiſheth 
the thze kinds of our fantaſtical ſightes 
and appearances. The firſt kinde is of 
them whiche our fantaſie oz imagina⸗ 
tion conceaueth of thinges whiche we 
haue ſcene. The ſeconde kinde is of 
thinges whiche our fantaſie it ſclfe hath 
founde out, the lyke whereof it neuer 
ſee, no2 hearde of befoze, The thirde 
kynde is of thinges whyche our wmagt- 
nation conceaueth and deuiſeth vppon 
C.iy, the 
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the wozdes and repozte of other. And 
theſe topes and imaginations of Soꝛzte⸗ 
rers are 9: the ſecond kinde,namely when 
pur fantaſic of herſelfe deuiſeth and ima⸗ 
gineth many thinges. Which that 5 may 
moze ſubſtantially confirme vnto you 
put of the ſame Authour , the ſame . 
Auguſtine in the hundzed and one Epi⸗ 
ſtle to Euocus of ſtraunge ſightes, wꝛi⸗ 
teth , that when thoſe ſightes are ſg 
lively and cffeaually repꝛeſented vnto 
vs, that wir thinke verely wee haue 
ſcene them, koꝛ all that our toules doe not 
wander out of our bodies, neyther gor 
ab2oade in thoſe places wherein wee 
thought our ſelues conuerſaunt, but they 
remayne within our bodies, euen in the 
ſame moment wherein they behelde thoſe 
thinges ſo cuidentip: ſo that it happe⸗ 
neth by meanes of the obicges that we 
ſee them. In the meane ſeaſon dur bo⸗ 
dely lenſes are allecpe within vs, ſo that 
they can by no meanes be awaked, while 
wee ber occupied in this ſighte: where⸗ 
by it happeneth, that after warde wee 
peeing awaked , ſuppoſe that wee tal- 
ked, and dzarke, and eate, and * 
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all thoſe thinges. The reaſon is, be⸗ 
cauſe the liuelp and etfecuall fourme of 
all thoſe thinges was repꝛeſented vnto 


our mynde , wherewith wee were then 


buſied. And examples hecreof are com⸗ 


monly to bee founde in the ſame Saint 


Auguſtine, Fo2 in the hund2ed Epiſtle, 
he maketh mention of a certapne Pht- 
ſition of Carthage, called Gennachus, who 
doubting whether after this life there 
were another to bee hoped fo2 , ſawe 
the companies of Aungels, and hearde 
their ſinging ſo playnely in his fleepe, 
that hee thoughte hee was in heanen, 


whoſe body notwithſtanding lay all the 


while in the bedde , and remayned in 
the Chamber, as hee him ſelſe afters 
warde confeſſed, Likewiſe in the. rviy, 
boke De Ciuitate Dei, the. xviij. Chaps 
ter, hee telleth of another, who affirmed 
fo2 a truth, that he conferred with a certen 
Platonicall Philoſopher in his ſlerpe, con⸗ 
terning Platoes wꝛitinges, of whom hee 
learned the Authours meaning in a cer⸗ 
tayne place, whiche befoꝛe he vnderſtode 
not. In the boke which 1s intituled, Vitz 
Patrum the life of Fathers, it is wziften 
G. iy. of 
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of a certayne father,who not in the night, 
no2 in a dꝛeame, but at midde day, and 
bꝛoade light, when he behelde with his 
eyes his owne daughter, it ſeemed to him 
that be ſawe a Cowe, whiche notwith⸗ 
Sanding others, and eſpecially Macha- 
rius, acknowledged and teſtified that it 
was a humane creature , and a Uirgin, 
What Theophilus, haue not you your 
ſell ſomtime read in p rvj.bakeDeDicbus 
Genialibus, whiche are waitten by Alex- 
ander Neopolitanus,the,xri, Chapter, of a 
certeyne accuſed perſon, who thought that 
be wente downe to hell, whereof he re« 
pozted to the Judge moſte evident tes 
ftimomcs+ Foz he diſcouered and ope- 
ned a certayne ſecrete of his , whichs 
was knowne to no man. What, in the 
xrvi. Canon of Bilhop, the. v. queſtion, 
whiche was copied fozth of fhe Coun⸗ 
fell of Aquilea, is it not there openly pꝛo⸗ 
nounced , that all theſe voptes and ima⸗ 
ginations of Do2cerers are but vayns 
ſhowes , meere topes, and illuſions 
of the mynve , whyche Datan , chyefe 
wozkeman of ſuchs trumperie, repze- 
lenteth vnto them, theyz bodyes not- 


withffandyng remayning ſtyll in the 
ſame place: an concluſion , that J may at 
length ſhut vp all this place , theſe be the 
wozdes either of ©, Auguſtine,oz whoſoe- 
ner els was aucthour of that boke , which 
is intituled De ſpiritu & litera, where in þ 
2. chapter he w2iteth thus, VVherefore 
they foretell certen thinges to come, and 
worke ſtraunge wonders, whereby they al- 
lure and ſeduce men: By meanes whereof 
certen foolish women turning after Satan, 
being ſeduced by fantaſies and illuſions of 
Diuels, doo beleeue and profeſſe „ how in 
the night tyme they ryde abroade with Di- 
ana the Goddeſſe of the Pagans, or cls with 
Herodias and Minerua , and other multi- 
tudes of women innumerable, and that they 
obey their commaundementes. For Satan 
himſclf, who tranſfigureth himſelf into an 
Aungell E light, when hee hath poſseſled 
the minde of any of thoſe foolish women, 
and through their infidelitie brought them 
in ſubiection vnto him, immediately tranſ- 
fourmeth himſelf into ſimilitudes and re- 
preſentations of ſundry perſons, and delu- 
ding the mynde in ſleepe which he holdeth 
captiue, and repreſenting vnto them ſome- 
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time mery thinges, ſometime ſad thinges, 
ſometime knowne perſons , ſometime vn- 
knowne perſons, leadeth the about through! 
many ſtraunge places. And when only the 
vnbelccuing tpirite ſuffreth theſe thinges, 
fuppoling that they happen neither to the 
myndec alone, nor to the body alone, is ther- 
fore ouer foolish and orolle, thinking that 
to happen to the body , which is but only 
done in ſpirite, ſeeing Ezechiel and the o- 
ther prophetes , John alſo the Euangeliſt, 
and the Apoſtles, ſaw viſions in the (pirite, 
and not in the body. What map bee ſapd 
mo2ec flrmely # plainly on my ſpde, Theo- 
philus, and that is mo2c repugnant # cons 
frary to pour opinion: wherein if you do 
ſufficiently ſatiſfic mee, J will yeld then 
vnto pour iudgement, wherein vou af 
firme that Soꝛcerers be bodely pʒeſent at 
their aſſemblies. 

Theophil. J deny not but that this mat⸗ 
fer hath bin in great controuerſte, Antho- 
nv, ſœming vnto ſome altogither incredi⸗ 
ble: and J grauut you this alſo, that many 
thinges are by them repoꝛzted which were 
neuer done, x that many times 5ᷣ they are 
of opinion, but falſty, y they be talking and 
tonuerſauut with thoſe, which are karre di⸗ 
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ant from them. Al theſe thinges J graunt 
not vnwillingly. Yowbcit J denp, that po 
tan gather hereot, that which vou tonclude, 
that there foꝛe they neuer be pꝛeſent at as 
ny aſſembly,o2 Spnagoge. And therefoze 
they which viffine ſo peremptozelp, p the 
bodies of the ©o2cerers are at home, whi⸗ 
left they thinke thrſelucs to be conuerſant 
in the midſt of p flockes of their fellomes: 
truelp they ſpeake oner bol dlp, fo why: ex⸗ 
perience it ſel teacheth otherwiſe , Yaue 
there not bin many ſeene, who being pꝛic⸗ 
ked foꝛ warde w to much vain curioſitie of 
minde, haue gone vnto thoſe afſebites, and 
were bodily pꝛeſẽt in thoſe places where þ 
ſo2cerers haue met togither, frõ white thei 
haue returned home paſſing weery of tra⸗ 
uaile, their neighbours vnderſtãding of it, e 
ſeing it; It is told alſs of a certf ma in yp frõ⸗ 
tiers of pAmbarrj , which at this pꝛeſent 
is called the Duchie of Nmuerſe, who came 
thither being conſtrayned by his owne 
plonghman, Likewiſe repozt goeth in this 
our age, of another which dwelt in þ cuns 
trep of Poicters, who being wonderfally e⸗ 
namoured on a certe noble woma(who re- 
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her felfa Sozcerefſe)came thither alſo fo 
ſe her, and to ſpeake with her. Mozeouer, 
how could it come to paſſe, that the Soꝛce⸗ 
rers could note the places, know the per⸗ 
ſans againe by their faces, remember the 
number, the tres that growe nigh the hed⸗ 
ges, riuers, and diſtinguiſh the houſes : if 
we fay that theſe were but vapne ſhewes 
and repꝛeſentations of mynde, and that in 
very deede they were not pzeſerit at thoſe 
metinges: why ſhould they depart out of 
their owne houſes,and oat of their townes 
late in the night to mierte there! why ſhould 
they be weery of their iourney, bow ſhould 
they returne perſonally and viſibly from 
thoſe places, vnleſſe perſonally + pꝛeſentip 
they had bin there, 4 not by only dꝛeaming 
oz imagination of mynde: Thus Anthony 
the conſtant cõteſſions of Dozcerers them⸗ 
ſelucs, with other infinite teſtinfonies are 
againſt you, t pour opinion. But por will 

ſap, theſe be their boaſtinges, and doting 
dꝛeames: Nea, but ſurely they be very daũ⸗ 
gerous dꝛeames Anthony: Foz they con⸗ 
keſle this when they are neare their death, 
and when they are condemned and lead to 


execution fo; that offence , and 3 they 
ce 
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b& toꝛmented, when ſach talke can helpe 
them no longer: Finally, it is thus in every 
place. Po2eouer,as the moſt godly Father 
Athanaſius wziteth in his boke of the Hu⸗ 
manit ie of Chꝛiſt, the cogitations and 
thoughtes of our mynde, how tronge and 
dee pe ſoeuer they bee, vet can they not cary 
dur bodies from place to place, neither can 
they affect 02 touch thoſe that bee abſent. 
But ſo2cerers bodies are conneped away? 
wherefoꝛe we muſt thinke that this chaun⸗ 
teth not alonly by cogitation of minde, And 
as concerning your arguments, J ſap, that 
they muſt be diſtingiſhed. There be cert? 
thinges whercof they fally vaunt , which 
can not poſſibly bee done by cotirſe of nas 
ture, which notwithſtanding they affirms 
that they do them. Theſe thinges happen 
vnto them thꝛough vaine illuſion of mynd. 
But J beſeech you, what cauſe , what rea⸗ 
ſon, what ceurſe 02 o2der of nature, doth 
flop oꝛ hinder that they ſhould not be there 
pꝛeſent:ſpetialip ſince co2pozally and vili- 
bly they returne from thence that is to ſay, 
in very deed,and during al that time were 
abſent from thoſe places, in which they 
were befoze. Foz the ſame r mig 
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whereof vou made mention erewlyle; 
which went downe vnto hell, was two 
dayes abſent, and when her was diligently 
ſought fo2 thꝛougbout all the pꝛiſon, pet 
could he not be found: wherfoꝛe, ſuch thin- 
ges as are repugnant to the natures of our 
bodies, it they ſap Þ they do any ſuch thing; 
they be falſe, and woꝛthelp to bee reputed 
mere illuſions of the Dtuell , Such as bee 
thoſe Whereof the counſell of Aquilca mas 
keth mencid, as to ride in p Mone to talke 
with Herodias, W Diana, æ with Minerua, 
which are called the gods ol y Paganes: and 
to ſpeake with a man that is dead, and to 
Tee any of them whom they cal the ry, woz⸗ 
thies, that is to ſap, Hector, Achilles, Rou- 
land  ſach lyke , w many other lyke mere 
fantaſics ⁊ vaine deuiſes of Satan, which 
by him are repꝛeſented vnto the eyes oz 
myndes of men, Df this ſoꝛt alſo are they 
which pou haue alleaged both out of ſ. Au⸗ 
guſtine, and alſo out of the boke De ſpiritu 
et anima, which in derd ca not be ſo, bicauſe 
the accompliſhing and trueth therok, plain⸗ 
ly repugneth againſt the courſe of nature. 
\ But this which we affirme cõterning the 
allembling x meeting togither ef ſozcerers, 
and 


of witches. Cn 
. | andthe maner of their cumming togither, 
| what hath it in it contrary to the courſe of 
nature, oꝛ diſagreeing from the foꝛce and 
ellencie of our bodies? To conclude, they 
that do fo certenly define , that in thoſe ex⸗ 
traoꝛdinarp viſions, and rauitbinges, and 
traunces of the mynd, al wapes our bodies 
are altogither abſent fro the üghtes which 
we then beholde: truelp they ſpeake moze 
boldly then the holy ſeruant and Apoſtle 
of Chꝛiſt Saina Paule, who ſpeaking of 
bis owne rauiſhing, and taking vp(als 
beit, it was farre vnlyke to this kynde 
whereof wee now ſpeake , foz it was 
done by the hande and power of COD, 
and not by Satan) in the ſecond Cpiſtle 
to the Corinthians, the ry, Chapter & third 
verſe, ſapeth thus: And I know the ſame 
man, (wliether in the bocie, or out of the 
bodac, I can not tell, God knoweth)was ta- 
ken vp into Paradiſe , and there heard vn- 
ſpeakable wordes , which are not laufull 
for a man to vtter. Theſe as 4 ſuppoſe, 
Anthony , will ſatiſfie your doubtes, 
a_ I hope , declare them ſufficiently vn⸗ 
to you, 

Anthony Tes, d bodies of ſuch are 2 to 
abide 


- 
* 


A Dialogue 


abide & remayne in the hi chambet | 
and bed, from which they muſt haue bin 
far diſtant, if they ſhould perſonally 4 bo» 
dily haue met in an other place, | 
Theophil. You continue ſtill in your 
opinid Anthony, which that J may playn⸗ 
rekute, J deny that which you ſay, t takt 
vnto you fo2 a graunted veritie: namely; 
that their true bodies were found to bee in 
the ſame chamber and bed , at what tyme 
they ſayd p they were awap, There were 
rather certen counterfeit bodies placed in 
their ſteede by Satan, + repꝛeſented lyke- 
neſſes: then the true bodies of the Sozte⸗ 
rers. Do you not remember J pzay von, 
what Micho! Dauids wife did, and what 
deuiſe ſhe pzactized when ſhe concealed the 
flight of her huſband from her father Saule 
and his ſeruants, which ſought to ley him? 
Haute you not read that which is wzitten 
in the firſt of Samuel, the rir.chapter , how 
thee by craft and colourable meancs, but 
not by any Diueliſh arte,no2 after the mas 
ner of Sozcercrs,in ſteed of Dauids bodie 
placed an image,laying pillowes vnder his 
head, aud trimming him with garmentes 
lo finely and cunning!y, that they thonght 
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furely Dauid was there, beholding the 
counter feite ſo linely ſet fozthe befoze 
their epes. Do likewiſe Satan, to the 
intente hee mape keepe from vs the abs 
ſence of his Pupilles, in ſteede of their 
true bodte , whiche ts awaye, placeth 
there a falſe body, when wee chaunce to 
enquire, Whereby it commeth to paſſe, 
that many men ſuppoſe that Sozcerers 
are not bodely pꝛeſent at their aſſemblies, 
whiche themſelues contende that they 
were at, and that becauſe they pertepyus 
and finde faiſe and counter feite bodies 
like vnto them lapde in their Chambers, 
and beddes, by Satan, in ſtede of their 
true bodies: But ſurel they that iudge (0, 
are very muche abuſed, 
Anthony, J underſtande what pon ſay. 
But I p2ay vou reſolue me in that which 
J pꝛopoſed ſecondly vnto pou : foz it ſæ⸗ 
meth vnto me impoſſible that So2cerers 
ſhould ſometime be conueped vnto thoſe 
places by Satan, which neuertheleſſe you 
» bane auouched tobe true, 

Theophilus. Why Doe not you 
thinke that to be true which is witten of 


Chziſtezboth in the. ii. Chapter of Path, 
ute. Þ, the 
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the. vii. verſe, and alſo the fourth Chapter 
of Lulce, the ninth verſe, how he was carts 
ed by Satan out ofthe deſert vnto a pyna⸗ 
cle of Hieruſalem Temple: 

Anthony, Pca it is very true. But that 
was done by the will of God, And all that 
matter was extraozdinarp. 

Theophilus, J eaſely graunt you that᷑. 
And ſo likewiſe J ſay, 8 by the ſame wyll 
of God and his iuſt iudgement, it commeth 
to paſle, that the Diuel can touch, carp, and 
conuey Soꝛterers, that it may ſo appeare 
that they be altogether in his power. And 
if Satan durſt touch ſo holy and vndefiled 
a body as Chziſtes was, ouer which he 
could haue no power by reaſon of any ſin; 
Af he could take p ſame Chzilt vp. carry 
him in the Ayꝛe, the ſaucie pꝛeſumer will 
not be afrayd to handle t carry þ bodies of 
Soꝛcerers knowing that befo2e they haue 
geuen them ſelues vnto him, both body 
and ſoule. And if God haue geuen power 
vnto Satan oner the ſoules of Sozcerers, 
to thintent they ſhould be lead away from 
the fapth ; he wyll much moze gene him 
power ouer they2 bodies, to handle them, 
and cary them: Foz Ood will not ſo long 
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gene bnto Satan power ouer the ſoules 
ol men, as ouer thepz bodies, which is con⸗ 
firmed by the example of Job , Job, the 
ſecond Chapter, the ſixt verſe. Finally, 
Satan wyll not alwayes take vpon him 
the trauaple of carrying and recarrying 
Soꝛcerers, but onely at ſome tymes, and 
when he will take from them all excuſes 
of not meet ing together, at theyz aſſems 
blpes. 

Anthony, Pe thinckes he ſhould caſt 


them into bo2rible feare, when he tous 


cheth,oz handleth them. 
Theophilus, You ſay trueth, if he aps 
peared met with tyem in his fourme of 
a Diuell,which doubtleſſe is moſt hozrible 
and d2eadfull, but he appeareth vnto them 
in another ſhape, and ſimilituve , Foz in 
reſpec that he is an cupll Angell,he cannot 
be (ene, But like as when firſt he aſſays 
eth them and talketh with them , he docth 
it in the reſemblance of a man, an in ſoms 
her tollerable and accuſtomed fourme: 
likewiſe when he meancth to carry the, 
he tranſfigureth himſelfe into þ lykenes of 
an hozſe,oz a mule,oz a bird, oʒ ſome other 
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fa2th, and pet they ſee him not. Foz he 
geueth them a ſtaffe, whiche they mute 
put betweene their legges, and at the ſay» 
ing of certen p2apers in his name (which 
he teacheth and commaundeth them to 
doe) they thinke ſtraight that the ſtaffe ca⸗ 
rieth them thither as they would goe, and 
ſo he perſwadeth them that they be bozne 
by the ſtaffe, while he htmſelfe dothe car- 
rie them. Foz becing of the nature of 
Aungels, yea the Pꝛince of the ay2e, as 
ſayth S. Paule to the Epheſians, the. vj, 
chapter, and. xij. verſe, it is no marnell if 
he doe that whiche we by no meanes can 
doe, and doe it alſo with moze agilitie and 
quickneſſe than we can. 

Anthony, J haue heard repozte of a cer 
faync Abbot named Bruno, whom a mi⸗ 
nute of an houre was caried by the Di⸗ 
uell from Millayn to Rome: alſo of ont 
Theophulus,of whom the like is repozted, 
But what thinke you hereof, I heophilus 
doe you ſuppoſe theſe examples to be true: 

Theophilus, Whether the repozte 
which goeth on theſe twayne, be true, oz 
not, J neither knowe, neither doe muche 
fozce; but J confirme my ſelle in mins 
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owne opinion with this reaſon, that if Sa- 
tan though Gods ſafferaunce can hurte 
and ſlay our bodies, as is gathered out of 
the ſto2ie of lob, and others: muche moꝛe 
by his ſufferaunce can he lifte them vp, 
carrie them, handle them, and vſe them in 
all payntes as a wolfe can a ſhepe whiche 
he bath ſtolen. Neither muſt we therfo2e 
ſuppoſe that Satan is an hozſe,o2 a mule, 
92 a beaſt, as he then appeareth vnto our 
eyes. But if, as S. Paule ſayth, the.y,to 
the Cozinthians, the.xij.chapter and. xiiuj. 
verſe, he can tranſfourme him ſelfe into 
an Aungell of lighte , he can muche ſw⸗ 
ner, and with moze facilitie put on the 
ſhape of theſe thinges, becauſe hee can 
not ſo caſcly cormterferte the man of God, 

as he can reſemble the ſhape of a Pule. 

Alſo Alexander Neopolitanus , whom 

while cre pou commended fo2 a ſubſtan⸗ 
tiall witneſſe, in the fourth boke , and 
rir. chapter of his wozke De Dicbus Ge- 
nialibus, wziteth of a certapne Monke cal- 
led Thomas, commonly accompted a cre⸗ 
dible perſon, who was wot to tel, that if if 
bad hapned him to be much offended with 
any of his b;other — in that _ 

ts. 
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of mynde had withdzawen himſelfe infs 
the delart, that then Satan wonld appeare 
vnto him in the lykeneſſe of a man, and 
would goe fo2th talking with him a great 
way,perſuading him to do many thinges. 
And at length when they were come vnto 
a great ſtreames ſide, in the ſame deſart, 
be told how Satan would take him vp vp- 
pon his ſhoulders , & carry him oucr to the 
further fide of the water. Whereby it ap⸗ 
peareth that if is no new thing, if Satan 
doe carp any, to thintent to win chem, oz 
to binde them moze firmely vnto bim. 


Anthony, But it ſeæmeth ſcarſe poſſi- 
ble, that he can carry a man ſo ſone, ſpeci⸗ 
ally the place being ſo farre diſtant, whers 


as they ſay they doe mecte, 


Theophil. J haue tolde pon befoze what 
is playnly w2ytten of Chzifte in the. iii. 
of Luke, the fift verſe, that he was in a 
moment b2ought vy Satan to Jeruſalem, 
and al thekingdomes in the woꝛld ſhewen 
vnto him. Whcrefoze, Anthony, J ſ& no 
cauſe at all why you ſhould ſo long doubt 
- ofthis matter, fince the * 
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nelle of this carryar ſatan,is ſo great, and 
his power and loꝛte in wozkeing ſo nim⸗ 
ble: Fo2 none of all thoſe thinges can let 
him, which hinder vs wh? we make ſperd 
about any thing. Neither is it ſo harde oz 
paynefull to him to pearce the aper when 
he runneth, as it is vnto vs, Fo2 he is of a 
moff fine and ſubtile nature,after the mas 
ner of Angels, and not of a bodily ſubs 
ſtance, foʒ that he is a ſpirit. And therefoze 
Saint Auguſtine in his boke, De Diui- 
natione Dzmonum , the third Chapter, 
molt ſwiftef men in rumninge , oz any 
other beaft , yea the birves themſclues, 

Whoſe opinion Thomas Aquinas folows 
ing, in the Summe of queſt. C.x.the third 
queſtion w2yteth, that theſe groſſc bodies 
doe geue place vnto @atan,thzongh which 
therefoꝛe he conueyeth himſelf with moze 
expedition, bicauſe they ſhall not lette ez 
binder him. And that you maybe no 
longer in doubt of this matter, Anthony, 
no2 varyable in your mynde, J wyl bꝛing 
fo:th vato pon alſo, both ſapinges, and ex⸗ 
amples of pꝛofane w2yters, that you may 
not ſuppoſe i̊ this hath bern of later times 
V. iim. receyued 
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reteyued and beleeued only of Chꝛiſtians. 
Foz is there any thing, A pzay you,moze 
noto210us in al hiſtozics of the Romanes, 
than the ſodayne taking away of Romu. 
Tus, firſt authour and founder of the Citie 
of Rome 2 Mho in ſight of many witneſ⸗ 
ſes was taken away by Satan, foz the 
hozrible deuinations „ ſuperſtitions , 
theftes,and ſtealing of women, whiche he 
bad inſtituted and commaunded. And al- 
beit others w2ite otherwiſe of bis death, 
vet Plutarche an antho2 of great credite, 
and amongeſt all Grecke and Latin wzai⸗ 
ters euer accompted the moſte diligent 
and truſtieſt, repozteth thus of him: 
namely, that fo2 a truthe vppon a day he 
was by Satan taken vp into the ay2e,and 
carried away, all the people of Rome be- 
ing pꝛeſent, and beholding it. Which that 
it was done by Satan, the ſundꝛ y circums 
ſtances of the matter, whiche by him are 
there recited, doe ſufficiently declare. Foz 
befoze this was done, there aroſe a great 
ſtozme and fempeſt in the apze, with 
darkneſſe as it had beenc nighte, and alſo 
bo2rible thunder, in ſo muche that all the 
people which was aſſembled,beiurg ama⸗ 
zed 
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zed in kheſe terrible accidences,moft fear, 
fully ran thence away: which is a moſt e⸗ 
uident example ofthe carrying away of a 
mans bodte by Satan, which that it map 
be done, the ſame Plutarch ſetteth fe2th 
- andconfirmeth by [wo examples, namely 
by Ariſtcus Proconeſienſis, and Cleomedes 
Aſtipaleenſis. Foz Ariſteus was taken as 
way by a Diuell out of 4 fullers ſhoppe, 
and in a moment caried into a citie in 1. 
taly called Crotona , ſtanding in Calabria, 
where bee talked with many men. And 
Cleomedes, being of bodie as huge t bigge 
as a Giaunt, and a fierce man, who haning 
miſerably t cruelly flaine certen childzen, 
and being therfoze narrowly and diligent- 
ly purſued after by their fathers , was dꝛi⸗ 
uen to ſuch extremitie , that with much a 
do he ſhut himſelf vp in a cheaſt, which 
cheaſt being founde and bzoken bp by the 
angry fathers of the childꝛen, not᷑withſtan⸗ 
ding Cleomedes was nat found there: foz 
hee was immediately caried away from 
thence by a dinel.J would here b2ing fozth 
the tarying away of Alexander, ſurnamed 
Sextus,Pope of Rome, which is inenery 
mans mouth, and is conſtantly * ty 
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haue bin done by Data, But Jam affeary 
leaſt vou ſhould thinke that J de it in ha- 
tred of the Popes, vnto wh truely J beare 
little god will : wherefoze , vpon all theſe 
thinges it may be concluded , that it is an 
caſte matter vnto Satan, who is of his 
owne nature an Angell, to take vp our bo⸗ 
dies and to carry them elſwhere , and that 
in a moment. Jn confirmation whereof, J 
can recite vnto you that which is w2itten 
in the ſtoꝛy of Suſan, the rrrv. verſe,of Ha- 
bacuc:foꝑ it is wʒitten there, how hee was 
carried in a moment fooꝛth of Iudga, into 
Babilon by an Angel. But J ſuppoſe now 
that vou are wholy become ofmine opinis, 

Anthony, In ded Theophilus, you haut 
bꝛought my minde now ſomething in ſuſ- 
penſe, but you haue not pet thꝛoughly per⸗ 
ſuaded mer, which you ſhall dos, if vou will 
alſo ſatiſfic this my laſt demaund. Tel mee 


J p2ay vou, if it bee true which vou haue 
ſayd, why Satã willeth the whom he will 


carry fo vſe certen opntmentes and oples, 
when there is no ned of them: 

Theoph. A percetue you are an earneſt des 
fender of your opinion, ſince you ſtick thus 
bpon eaery queſtid:howbeit, à wil — 
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vnto pon that which you require, And firff, 
pou muſt not think ; Data willeth all ſo3- 
cerers to vſe thoſe ointments, Foz he com⸗ 
maundeth but certen of the to do that, wh 
he perceiuethto be either fearfull to vens 
ture, oꝛ moꝛe deintie then » they can abide 
his hozrible touching of thẽ, like as are wo⸗ 
mon, and certt men alſo, Foz by thoſe con⸗ 
fections wherewith he willeth them to bee 
oynted, he bentimeth their ſenſes,that they 
ſhall feele no payne while they are carried, 
oz ſtand in hozrour of his handes, 02 of his 
bearing of them. Foz thoſe oyntmentes 82 
oples, are of no effeu, noꝛ any thing apper⸗ 
tayning to þ mouing of the oz to their iour⸗ 
nep,but he commaundeth it to be done, ey- 
ther by ß meanes to detayne oꝛ kepe them 
from thinking how he handleth them: oz 
ſurely it they auaple any thing,thep anaile 
in this reſpect, by meanes therofthe bodi⸗ 
ly ſenſes arc layd a ſleepe, and in Þ meane 
while Satan him ſelf carrieth them. Yows 


beit, Satan alſo therin ſhatcth at anos 
ther marke. namelp to imitate and falfly tg 
coũterfeit the holy ſacraments of þ church, 
oꝛdeined by god,wherby the miſerable ſoz- 
cerers may learne : — 0” 4: 
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fo truſt in him, and wonder at him, and 
wozfhip him in reſpect of his great power, 
when as in ded it is he that caryeth them, 
and beareth them on his ſhoulders whither 
as they ſhould goe. 
Anthony, But let him that lift Theo- 
philus, get him ſuch a ſeruant, ſoʒ my part 
farely A rekuſe him, and with all my hart 
A renounce him. 

Theophil. And ſo do J alſo, Anthony, 
but are you perſuaved in that which J 
bane tolde you? 

Anthony, Almoſt fruely, But J pzap 
pou anſwere mee to my third obtection,and 
this doubt, which troubleth my mynde. 

Theophil. What is that? 

Anthony, It ſemeth vnto me, that 
Soz:cerers can nat intoricats any, vnleſſe 
they caſt in, æ miniſter poyſon vnto them. 
Foz it ſermeth vnto mee incredible that 
they ca hurt only by meere enchaũtments, 
figures, woꝛdes, hallo winges, curlinges, oz 
ebarecters, vnleſſe they mingle poiſon ther⸗ 
with . But if Satan gene them the poyſon 
which they mingle, oꝛ teach them how to 
mingle it:then do A not doubt but that they 


map eaſily intoxicate. And J do not dens 
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but that Satan is paſſing ſkilfull in ſuch 
kinde of witchcraft and Sozcery, Foz hee 
knoweth excellent well the nature and 

p:opertics of all thinges created, which 
D. Auguſtinc witneſſeth in the third boke 
De Diumatione Dæmonum. But ſarely J 
tan not perſuade my ſelf, that hee can in⸗ 
foricate oz hurt any man without poyſon, 
powder,o2 rate. Foz as foz woꝛdes, num⸗ 
bers, figures, a certen fourme of woꝛdes, 
with certen peculiar mumblinges of pꝛay⸗ 
ers in pꝛeſcribed ozder of woꝛdes, with 
charecters: were not deuiſed to inuenim 
men, but plainly vnto other maner purpo⸗ 
ſes, lyke as father Ircnzus plainly pzoacth 
in the ſecond boke, the rl. rliy. chapters, 
which vaine opinion ofſome,not only that 
god Ch2iftian father, but alſo Ariſtotle an 
Ethnick weiter, in ſome place laugheth at, 
much leſſe ought wee Chꝛiſtians allow it. 
Moꝛzeouer, this matter is ruled ouer by 
moſt certen demonſtrations of naturall 
Philoſophie, namely that there can no acti» 
on be done without a meane comming be- 
twene, and applied to the extreame and 
out warde partes of the thing ſuffering. As 
o example, If you ſhous met, vour hands 

toucheth 
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foncheth me: when J ware warme againtt 
the fyze, firſt the fyꝛe warmeth the ayze, 
then the ayze warmeth mee, which com⸗ 
meth not to paſſe, that any meane cometh 
betweene; when there is any intorication 
oꝛ inchaunting committed by wozdes, oz 
charecers,o2 figures, oꝛ any fourme oꝛ 02- 
der of woꝛdes. And thercfoze Pliny,a wꝛi⸗ 
ter well ſeene in all kinde of learning, in 
the rrvty.boke 8 U. chapter, of the hiſtoꝛy 
ok nature, plainly denieth with mee , that 
there can no ſuch thing be done. 

Theophil. Pou ſeeme vnto mee Antho- 
ny,to be now a great deale better learned 
then befo2e, in the beginning of our com- 
municatiõ, where pou made mencion only 
of your knowledge which vou gathered out 
of p grammer ſchale:but now vou declare 
your ſelfto be a pꝛofound natural Philoſo⸗ 
pher, by reaſõ wherof J haue p harder ton⸗ 
flit w vou, vet will Janſwerc vnto your 
queſtion; wili you deny p Anthony which 
is wiitten in p 58.Pſalme,y v.+ vi verſe, 
of the Serpent, which is thus expꝛeſled. 


In them the poyſon and the breath, 
ol Serpentes doo appcarc 
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Vea like the Adder that is deafe, 

and faſt doth ſtoppe her care. 
Bicauſe shee wil not heare the yoice, 

of one that charmeth well: 
No,though he were the chief of choice, 

and did therin excell, 


Anthony. Nonot ſd. 

Theophil. Then can vou not deny buf 
cat Pagitians and Do2cerers do wozke 
their feates, do hurt by ſoundes, wozdes, 
and enchauntmentcs, 

Anthony, But they ean not do ſo, buf 
by ſome meanc. 

Theophil. Chat is true which you ſay, 
Fo2 there commeth betweene ſome means 
and middle, apt t agreeable to the executi⸗ 
on of theſe bewitchinges, which meane is 
only knowne vnto Satan, not vnto vs,noz 
dnto the Sozcerers themſelues. o that in 
the end, Satan b2ingeth Þ to paſſe which 1 
p2oue vnto vou, either by mingling poiſõ, 
oꝛ ſome otherway, wonderkul, t not able to 
be perteiued by vs, whatſoeuer it is, which 
vnto vs ſemeth to be wꝛought only bi thoſs 
figures, fourmes of wo2ds, and charecers, 
Anthony After what ſozt is it done ſo, 
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J p2ay you? 

Theophil. Firſt by vertue of their 
league and couenant, Satan commeth vn- 
to them when they coniure and call him, 
accompliſhing their requeſtes , & perfour⸗ 
ming whatſocuer hee pꝛomiſed ſhould be 
done,by vertue and fozce of thoſe figures, 
wo2des,02 charecers, to the end hee map 
ſeeme true and mightie, and to beare them 
in hand that the thinges which he hath ſhe- 
wed them are of great power and effec: 
By which meanes , he both maketh theſe _ 
vapne people moze beholding bnto him, 
andenfo2ceth them to wozſhip him with 
moꝛe denotion , And thus hee manifeſfly 
tranſpozteth vnto creatures, the office and 
duetie ofthe maieſtie and power of God, 
whereby men may moze willingly fozſake 
God, and amazedlycleaue vnto creatures, 
that is to ſay , become perfect Idolaters. 
Moꝛzeouer hee endeuoꝛeth by this meancs, 
after the maner of an Ape, to counterfeit 
and imitate the true ſacramentes which 
God hath geuen to bis church, and to bzing 
them in contempt, and to make his coun⸗ 
terfeites match vnto them, ſinall p, hee tur⸗ 
neth the fozce t effec of the thinges * 
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ate ſignified, vnto the ſignes which dw ſig? 
nifie them. 

Anthony, Theſe thinges then are nof 
wꝛought by wwo2des alone, oz by certen 
fourmes of Charecters onlp, but by media⸗ 
tion of certen popſons pꝛiuely and ſecretly 
vſed by Satan him ſelf , after an vn⸗ 
knowne maner, which he hath not taught 
the Sozrerers. 

Theophil, Pon ſap well Anthony: Foz 
there isin Satan great craft and cunning 
to couer his wickednelſe,+ miſchief, wher⸗ 
fo:e the touenant which hee maketh with 
them,ſemeth vnto mee to be like the bar⸗ 
gaine which two theenes make, when they 
noe fo2th into þ woddes to thintent to rob, 
foʒ that they may the better hide thẽſelues. 
and the moze-caſily and warely lay wapte 
fo ſuch as trauaile by the way. Thus do 
they, and thus agree they,that one of them 
ſhall cuermoze be ſiene in the wap, the 
other lye hid in the wodes, who nokwith- 
ſtanding at a certen whiſtle; i watchwozd, 
whereupon they haue agred,ſtarteth fozth 
and murthereth the traueiler, howbeit the 
other his fellows who is alſo pꝛiuie of the 


fac,foz y molt part, neither ſeth,ne knows 
J.4, eth 
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eth with what weapon the other doch the 
deede. The ſame alſo may be declared vn⸗ 
to pon by another crample , Noble men 
which bcare an great hatred 62 malice a- 
gainſt other, are wont to retaine bold and 
deſperate Ruffians into ſervice , and to 
haue them alwaycs attending vpon them, 
vnto whom when they ſhall geue a ſigne 
by ſome pꝛiuie meanes, which none know 
but themſelues, then do they ſodeinlp flips 
vpon thoſe whom their Maiſter and Lozd 
is fallen out withall , yea many tymes 
though their aiſters be abſent, oz not ſ@- 
ing them, who notwithſtanding willed the 
to do ſo. In like maner , at the ſignes and 
tokens appointed, Satan is immediately 
p2eſent, fulfilling whatſoener the Soꝛte⸗ 
rers will him to da, that he may alwayes 
bane the moze t moze obedient vnto him. 
Pea,J wil mozeouer ſay thus much, p thefe 
figures, t charecters arc of themſelues but 
meere topes, t colourable trifies to bleare 
mens eyes, which being layd befoze the by 
their moſt wicked ſcholemaifter,do kepe 
vnto him thoſe his w2etched ſchollars,who 
ſeeke fo2 no other, noʒ truer cauſe of that e⸗ 
nent, although in ded they nne 
being 
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bzing the thing to effect which they goe a- = 
bout, neither dw the Soꝛcerers vnderſtand 

how much they do auaile. But like as cer⸗ 
ten iuglers which would ſceme to do many 
ſtraunge feates in the midſt of a circle o: 
ring of people, by ſund2y geſtures 4 caſting 
of the handes,and with much babling and 
p2ittle pꝛattle of wozdes,dw fil t weery the 
cares and cyes of the lokers on, that they 
ſhall not perteiue how in ß place of one lit» 
tle bal, they lay down thz&@ oz foure, which 
they kept couertly betweene their fingers, 
(which notwithſtaving is all done by nims 
blenes of their handes:) ſo like wiſe Satan 
repꝛeſenteth theſe vaine, and friuolous cos 
lours t ſhowes of figures, : ww2des ; vnfa 
the eyes of his accompliſes, whom hee is 
willing to keepe from the diligent inqui 

dt ſuche matters ÿ, being amoped with ths 
only;they may be ſtayed vnto him, and not 
ſearche with any greater care 02 dili⸗ 
gence what ſhould bee the grounde and 
cauſc of the matter: which nofwith- 
ftanding are of no ſuche kynde oz nature 
of cauſes as may bzing fozthe any ſuch 


eſfec, 
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Anthony. Tell me then Theophilus by 
what meanes wozketh Data in deed, whi⸗ 
leſt he would ſerme to wozke by enchaunt⸗ 
mentes , 02 ſuperſtitious deſcribing of 
Charectcrs, oz certen fourmes of pzays 
ers. 

Theophil. J am about to do ſo. And 
to begin with all, Jam certen and well 


aſured of this, that hat Satan can d nathing 


——ů——— — 
tloeuer hee doth eyther by him (clf, oz 


by his þ Pagicians t Soꝛcerers: it is al⸗ 
togither eyther illuſion of their myndes 
and epes, oz only the true effec of natu⸗ 
rall cauſes, As foz anyother thing, oz 
MG es hows hee can not bog 
f Anthony. Can hee not alſo wozke mi⸗ 
racles, as Saind Paule ſapeth in the ſecond 
ts the Theſſalonians, the ſecond chapter the 
ix. verſe, And Hain lohn in the reuela⸗ 
9 the ſixtene Chapter, and fourtenth 
erſe. 
Me What cal van a miracle, 
ony: 
Anthony. A tall a miratle, acertaine 
Wozke which is done in a natural bovy,cds 


frary 
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frary to the naturall courſe and diſpoſition 
thereof created by God . As foz example: 
when iron \wimmeth vpon the water , as 
is repoꝛted in the ſtozp of Elias in the ſes 
cond bwke of kinges, the vi. Chapter and 
vj. verſe, when a ſtone flitteth vpon the 
water, when water is truely turned into 
wine, when the dead are vnfeynedly reſto- 
red vnto lpfe. 


Theophil. Truely you haue pꝛoperiy 
defineda miracle. Fo2 as Dain Augu⸗ 
tine wiiteth,y muſt only be called a mira⸗ 
cle, which ſurmounteth the power of all 
thinges created,neither can be w2ought by 
them. So that a miracle is only the wozke 
of Gods power, being moſt wozthely and 
p2operly to be tearmed by that name. But 
Sainq Paule, and the Reuclation in thoſe 
places which you haue commended, vſe 
not this wo2de ſo ſtrial and pꝛeciſelp, 
but rather moze at large, foz any kinde 
of wazke which may ſeme ſtrraunge 
and mernelous vnto men, although it 
p2oceede from naturall meanes and caus 
ſes. So that this wozde Miracle, is of- 
tenfymes vſed foz that which may moze 
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rightly bee called a wonder. Fo2 as tou⸗ 
ching a Piracle, Satan truely is able to 
wo2ke none, as vou haue molt pꝛoperlę 
deſcribed a Miracle. 

Anthony, Is there then any dis 
* tie betweene a wonder and a Pira⸗ 
cle? 

Theoph. Pea very large, whether you 
haue reſpec to the name, oꝛ to p thing, And 
as touching Þ wozd Miri a wonder, which 
is alſo called of Greciãs ou & botimor, is 
one thing: e Miraculu,a Miracle, called alſo 
dcec:c, another, S. Auguſtine ſo diſtingui⸗ 
ſheth theſe wozda, in p third boke De Tri- 
nitate.@0-Þ a wonder is a woꝛke which is 
not vulgare oz cõmon pet Þ is wꝛought by 
naturall cauſos: Howbeit they be many ti- 
mes vnknowne vnto vs. oz known to fewe 
pnly,o2 elſe are done by ſuch meanes as we 
men canot vic,02 are not wont, oz haue not 
lerned to do in p ſame oz þ like matter. As 
foz example ſake: when ᷣ great 4 cunning 
wo2kman, + alſo famous Philoſopher Ar- 
chytas Tarentinus, ſhewed openly to p peo- 
ple a doue of wed which flue in the ayꝛe, it 
was a wonderful thing, but it was no mi⸗ 


racle. Foz this motion was cauſed in the 
wodben 
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wedden body, thꝛough certen equallitie of 
weight, r by meanes of certe lines t woꝛk⸗ 
manſhip, and by ſo neare t narrow toyning 
of them,y one dꝛew foꝛeward another: ſo 
all that wozke was but naturall, Likewiſe 
when the ſame Archytas cauſed, as it is 
wzitten by Plutarch in the life of Mercel- 
lus,$ whileſt Syracuſe in Sicilia was beſee- 
ged, one lad dꝛew after him e plucked on 
land by an hoke a ſhip foꝛ burthen of mon⸗ 
ſtrous weight and bignes: it was a won⸗ 
derfall peect of woꝛke, but no miracle. Foz 
it was done by naturall meanes + by deui⸗ 
ſes of rowles, and turning wo2mes gathe⸗ 
red out of the Mathematical rules, Do likes 
wile , learned Phiſitions woozke many 
wonders,and fo do handicraftes men, but 
no miracles, Theretoꝛe as touching won⸗ 
ders, that bee ſo called, Satan can caſily 
and w ſmall traueile wozke many, thoſe 
far moze excellẽt the we men ca, in reſpect 
Phis ſtrigth & wit is much better the ours: 
vet fo2 all this, be can wozke no miracles, 

Anthony, Why ſo ? 

Theoptul, Foz ſund2y cauſes,t chiefly 
fo: thze . And firſt in reſpec of the ex⸗ 
cellencie of his nature aboue ours, Foz 
J. iii. bs . 


* 


0 A Dialogue 


he is of an Angelicall and Spirituall na⸗ 
ture, and wee are earthly and carnall, by 
reaſon whereof hee can do many thinges 
which we can not. Secondly,fo2 his moo⸗ 
ning,and the great quicknes olf ding his 
actions. Fo2 in a moment he can come ſo 
long a tourney: as wee that are heauy and 
flowe,can not do the like in ſix dayes. So 
that in a minute hee can paſſe from one 
place to another, be it neuer ſo far a ſunder, 
foꝛ p ay2e doth not ſtap noꝛ let him. Third⸗ 
ly, foz his manifold ſkil m the natures of 
thinges , and longe erperience which hee 
hath gotten, to whoſeif ours were com- 
pared , it is but ignozance ; whereby it 
commeth to paſſe, that hee hath the knows 
ledge , and can mozke in ſuch ſozt, as we 
are not able to attaine to the Ilyke, 
Anthony, How chaunceth it then, 
that as you ſay , Satan can wozkeno mis 
racles: 
Theophilus, Spaſt, bicauſe that in 
working of miracles it behwueth to de⸗ 
ftroy + take away the nature from thinges 
which God hath geuen them, which Sa- 
tan can not de: foꝛ it belongeth to god on⸗ 


ly,y as hee can create and * 
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of thinges: ſo can he alſo oncrthzow, and 
deſtroyit . Secondly, that in a miracle it 
is nedefull to geue vnto the thing, new 
vertues and pꝛoperties, which he can by 
no meanes doe. Foz the true God is one⸗ 
ly aucthour and creatour of the pzoperties 
which are in thinges. Thirdlp, that a true 
miracle is ſuch a wozke which ſurpaſſeth 
the vertue and power of all thinges crea- 
ted, be they neuer ſo excellent. Wherefo:e 
Sainct Peter the Apoſtle, in the third of 
the Aces, che. xu. verſe , when he had hea⸗ 
led the lame man, and had w2ought a true 
miracle, ſapde thus: Yee men of Iſratll, 
vvhy doe you wonder at this, or vvhy doe 
you looke vpon vs ſo carveſtly ,as though 

vve had vvrought it by our one power 
or godlyneſſe, that this man should vvalke? 
The God of Abraham, the God of Iſaac. 
&c, By which wo2des it is ſignified, as 
vou ſe, that the power to wozke miracles, 
is pꝛoper vnto God onelp. 
Anthony, But the bleſſed Angels, A- 
poltles , and many other holy men, haue 
wꝛought miracles, . 

Theoph. Truelp they have w2ought 
. eee 
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Fo: the power which wozketh them, is in 
God onely,and in him onely refident,and 
neuer tranſpozted to any creature, foꝛ as 
it is wꝛitten in Elay,God will neuer gene 
away his peculiar glozp, to another, 

Uherefoze , they whom you haue laſt res 
cyted , God Angells, Apoſtles, P2ophets, 
and holy men, in woꝛking of thoſe mira⸗ 
cles which they are repoꝛted to haue done, 
were onely gods inſtruments in wozking 
of them, 4 that mere paſſine , not actiue, 
as they terme them: and pet notwithſtan- 
ding it followeth not, that if God vſed the 
miniſtrie of thoſe his ſeruauntes, he doth 
alſo vſe Satan likewyſe, woozking miras 
cles by him alſo . Fo2 God of his iuſtice 
wyll not communicate his gloꝛp in ſuch 
meaſure vnto Satan and Diuells, as hee 
geueth it vnto the bleſſed Angells, and ho⸗ 
ly men: M hich is euidentip confirmed 
by this onely example, in as much as Mo- 
ſes and Aaron, the ſeruauntes of God, 
w2onaht true miracles, which Pharaos 
Magicians, although they were ſchollars 
very well pꝛagized in the artes of Satan, 
and his moſt excellent myniſters, could 
neuer doc the lyke , acknowledging the 
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true effect thereof to be w2onght by the 
finger of God onelp, and confeſſing that 
the thinges which they did, farre ſurmoun⸗ 
ted the courſe of nature, as it is wꝛytten 
in the eight Chapter of t xodus, the eigh⸗ 
tenth verſe. And the cauſe of this diuer⸗ 
ſitie bet weene Satan and the true ſer⸗ 
uguntes of God, and the diuerſitie of his 
counſell and pꝛouidence, is this, in that 
Satan in wozking of miracles, ſeketh 
not the glozy of God: but the god An⸗ 
gells , and holy men, haue onely regarde 
and reſpec to that. So that many tymes 
theſe men are the inſtrumentes of God, 
but he neuer is. And although this ber 
true, that Satan of himſcife can doc no- 
ſeth God to neue him leaue: ſo lykewiſe 
neither can he deſtrop no: chaunge the 
o2der of thinges determpned by God, 
neither hath God geuen him ſuch power, 
neither that he may woꝛke by any other 
thinges then naturall , although ſomes 
fymes they be hid from vs, finally hc en⸗ 
foʒceth them with ſach celeritic, that the 
whole woꝛke ſemecth vnto vs to be a mi⸗ 
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and cauſes whereby he wozketh , As fo: 
example, he ſone gathereth cloudes toge⸗ 
ther, to cauſe rayne : he ſane dꝛiueth toges 
ther t thickneth the Ay2ec, that thereby he 
may repꝛeſent unto our ſight ſome ſhape, 
oꝛ thickened viſible body: and in a momet 
he can compound popſons to do hurt with⸗ 
all, x immediatlip he can reſemble, oz d2ine 
away whatſoeucr is of him required, oz 
demaũded. Mozeouer, he woꝛketh all theſe 
thinges with ſuch ſwiftnes, that the erpe- 
dition thereof ſemeth ſtraunge vnto vs, 
which notwithſtanding he wozketh al by 
naturall cauſes, Mheref. ze, as J haue 
ſayde befoꝛe, figures, dꝛawing of lines and 
circles. nopſes, enchauntments, bꝛeellp, ſu⸗ 
per ſtitious mumbling of certen pꝛapers, 
are not the cauſes of ſuch thinges as the 
Soꝛcerers doe woꝛke, but rather 8 
and tokens onely of Satans pꝛomiſes vn- 
fo them. Do then Satan himſelfe wozketh 
thoſe thinges, which they thinke the ſelues 
to haue done, by vertue of thoſe meanes. 
Fo2 he hath inſtituted theſc tokens, which 
he will not haue ſerme either vnp2ofita- 
ble, either impoſſible, oꝛ friuelous, Whers 
foze all thoſe thinges are err 
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bf Satan onely, Wherein the opinion of 
| Daint Jerome onelp, who doubteth theres 
ot, ought not to moue vs. Foz he wanereth 
therein, and John Chziſoſtome is flatly as 
gainſt him, in his homilies vpon the Cpi- 
ſtle of Saina Paule to the Galathians;the 
iii. Chapter, and ſeconde verſe, and others 
alſo of no leſſe aucthoꝛitie. And among las 
ter w2yters, what Peter Martyr,an ercel- 
lent well learned Deuine , w2yteth vpon 
the. xxviij. Chapter, of the firſt boke of Sa · 
muel, all men doe well knowe, Wheres 
foze to conclude in fewe woꝛdes, Satan 
wo:keth all thoſe thinges vpon couenaũt. 
By the ſame meanes it commeth to paſſe, 
that Sozcerers doe conture t exoꝛciʒe, as 
they call it, the ZDiuell : oꝛ call him fozth, 
v2 call him vp, o2 ſpeake with him fate to 
face, hauing apointed and agreeed vppon 
ſuch couenauntes , that at ſometimes he 
ſhould appeare, and at other tymes depart 
away. After this maner,Numa Pompilius 
the ſeconde king of the Romanes, a great 
Magician + Sozcerer,if euer there were 
any, communed and talked oftenfymes 
Ww Dinells, as Plutarch, a graue authour, 
" wzyteth in his lyfe , And now 2 * 


A Dialogue 


that᷑ J haue anſwered vnto your th:& que⸗ 
ſtions, what remapneth there moze ? 


Anthony, J aſke pon this queſtion, 
whether all the poyſons which So2cerers 
doe vſe, be moztall , and bzing men into 
perill of death: 


Theophilus, Mhy would yon learne 
this of mie, which they them ſelues doe 
not knowe: God onely knoweth that, 
in whoſe hande lycth our death and lyke, 
not in the power of the Sozcerer , no 
not of the Diuell him ſelfe , as it is 
w2ytten in the eight Chapter, and ninth 
Uerſe , of tcclefiaſticus, Foz the mpnde 
and deſyer of the ©o2cerer is varyable 
in that point : many times to doe hurt, 
onely foz a tyme, they caſte they2 pop⸗ 
ſons vppon mien, and oftenfymes they2 
poyſons bee moztall and deadly , And 
therefoze when they be thꝛeatned, they 
ſeeke meanes to vndoe and take away 
they2 poyſons from thoſe whome they 
bauc bewitched and poyſoned , and theres 
in they requyze bealpe of the Dinell, 

bhowbeit 
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howbeit ſometimes they cannot bndos 
it, whatſocuer they attempt, fozaſmuch 
as God hath otherwyſe determined of vs. 
Foz he hath appointed the tearme of our 
lyfe, which we can not paſſc,as it is wzit⸗ 
ten in Job, the fouretenth Chapter, and fift 


verſe. 


Anthony, Ouer and beſides this, 
Theophilus , after they be come into 
the Judges handes, and caſte into Pꝛi⸗ 
ſon , can they then vſe thoſe their poys 
ſons, and doe any harme ? 


Theophilus, If J (hall ſape what 
I thinke , J Wyll aunſwere , that they 
can, if ſo bee they have any conference 
with theyꝛ maiſter Satan . But if you 
aſke mee what the common people think 
thereof : ſurelp, that thep can not. 
So that if they can by anpe meanes, 
kreelp and commodiouſip come by thoſe 
theyꝛ Diuelliſbe poyſons, and confcrre 
wyth Satan, as other wyſe they myght 
if they were at home: J ſuppoſe they can 
intoxicate t poꝝſon men when they are in 
paiſon. 
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pꝛiſon. Neither doeth the iudges auth6zt/ 
tie of it ſelfe, no2 the place, bzing anyims 
pediment thereto , Foz pꝛofe of which 
myne opinion, J may bzing this, in that 
Satan himſelfe hath ſtrangled many ſoz⸗ 
cerers in pꝛiſon, o2 beaten them to death 
with his fiſtes, and alſo when they haue 
beene condemned by the Judges and laped 
bp fall in pziſon , he hath bꝛought them to 
death, and hanging: Whereof J could re- 
cite vnto yon almoſt infinite examples. 
Yowbeit it ſermeth vnto me, that Soꝛce⸗ 
rers when they be in pꝛiſon can not intor- 
icate, fo two cauſes, The firſt is, foʒ that 
they cannot commodiouſiy come by their 
popſons, when they be in pꝛiſon. The ſe- 
conde, fo2 that they dare not confer boldly 
with Satan their inſkrucer, and maſter, 
foꝛ they feare that they are watched: be- 
ſides, they are bounde and tyed, and they 
cannot haue their poyſons , but they muſt 
haue a witneſſe thereof, that is, the keper 
of the pꝛiſon, to pꝛie and ſ& what they doe. 
And that is the thing that they feare moſt, 
that they may not be eſpied of the iudges. 
Do that fo2 the moſt part ſo2cerers whyle 
they be in pziſon,hurt no 2 
w 
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wiſe and diligent Judges haue herein a 
ſpecial regarde, to come bpon them ſodain⸗ 

ly , befoze they be loked fo; , to ſearch and 
try them, Finally,Dozcerers are affearde 
| to vſe they2 poyſons when they be bounde 
| and in hould, leaſt they ſhould be conuicted 
thereof, which might be eaſcly done. Foz 
Soꝛcerers are a moſt fearful and coward- 
ly kinde of people,hauing renonnced God, 
wherefo:e they be war, and loke very 
circumſpecly to themſelues. 


Anthony, Uergdy, Theophilus, you 
baue bought mee wholy into pour opini⸗ 
on . Wherefoze now I beleue that there 
be ſo2cerers, and that they can intoricate, 
audwo:ke thoſe infinite muſchefes, which 
yan haue recited. But noi in the ende, JÞ 
p2ay vou declare vnto me, what puniſh- 
ment theſe wicked and falſe en 
— 
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VViat puriichment Sorcerers 
| deſerue to haue. | 


a „ 


Theophilus, | 


174 
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T is not my dnetic, Anthony, to 

8 make oꝛ ſet foozth Lawes, which 
Kinges and Pꝛinces in euerp Cys 

tie map doe onely. Po2eouer,the 

trade and cuſtome of men haue ſo pzenaps. 
led now a dapes, that the puniſhmentes 
fo wickedneſle, are almoſt nowe all at 
wyll and pleaſure, This much therefoze 
Jean aunſwere vou that Soꝛcerers are 
woꝛthy of the common and open hatred 
of all men, of what laat ſoeuer they ber, in 
that they be the open enemies of man⸗ 
kinde, and of God that created them. Foz 
they be moſt wicked runnagates from the 
fapth, falſc foz\wearers of Gods power, 
rs to the maieſtie of God, moſt 
vile ſtarters a ſide , moft foully vnfayths 
full to God, molt filthic drudges fo the 

Dinell: 


Diuell: finally, moſt hoꝛrible dinelliſhe 
witches, and deceauers. Whereſoze the 
Magiſtrate may very well puniſhe the 
Do:cerer, both as a witch, and as a run⸗ 
nagate from the fayth, bicauſe both hc hath 
fozſahen GD his creatour, and openly 

gone into the feelde and taken part with 

Satan . Whereby it commeth to paſſe, 

that by the Lawe of God, a So2cerer is 
condemned to dye, Deut. the eightenth 
Chapter, and tenth verſe: and in another 
plate, @o2cery is accompted among the 
greateſt and moſt greeuous crimes, the 
firſt of Samuel, the fiftenth Chapter, and 
xrv. verſe. Likewiſe the holy Eeccleſtaſtto 
call counſells of Fathers, doe deteſt and 
condemne them, as in the.1r.irj. and. lxvj. 
article, the firſt, ſecond, and third queſti⸗ 
on, bf the ſeconde counſell of Conſtan- 
tinople, which are pzoutſions in the Cas 
non Lawe . And by the Cinile Lawe 
of the Romaines, ſuche kynde of prople 
were moſt qreeuouſly puniſhed, Foz in 


the Lawe called Lex — eee 
witches, that office was made death. But 


— Emperour not being therewith 
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A.. 


1 * 


20 
5 


of Witches. Cap.. 


A Dialogue 

fafiſfied , in his authentike Nonel, in the 
Irv , conſtitution , hath there pꝛouided as 
gainſt them a moze greenous puniſhment, 
Finally, there was neuer pet any man of 
auncient oꝛ late tymes , being of any god 
minde and perſwaſion, which confeſſcd 
not, that theſe were the wozſt men that ly⸗ 
ued, and thercfoze iudged them wozthy of 
molt ſeuere puniſhment, 


Anthony. J marnell therefoze , that 
at this pzeſent there be ſome Judges ſo 
parciall, oz rather vnfreendly to all man- 


kynde, that they be affearve,o2 rather wil 
not ryd away out of the woꝛlde, ſuch hozs 
rible cruell braſtes, as Sozcerers bee, and 
punilh them when they come into theyz 


bandes. 

Theophilus, Surely J marnell alſs 
thereat, Anthony, foz they declare by this 
fondeneſſe of theyz owne mynde , howe 
much they contemne God, and are great 
and manyfeſt deſpiſers of his honour any 
glo2y, whoſe moztall and ſmozneenemies 
when they haue founde,and taken: pet do 
they let them goe , and ſuffer them to liue. 
But what remapneth there, Anthony 
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know of me: 
would moze 
Which vou 
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Chriſtian 
it be laufull for a 
— — helpe of Sorcerer, 


ther 
in ſickneſſes, or o 


Anthony. 


Bether a Chziſtian with ſafe 
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thony , you haue dzawne me farther 
wide, then J purpoſed to wade at the bes 
beginning: But fozaſmuch as J am ens 
tred into this argument, and vou, to whom 
A may deny nothing, require the ſame, J 
will d — willingly. 

all mens apinions in this ber⸗ 
—— 
them ſelues . Fo2 fome bane b2ought in 
this damnable diftincion , ſaying , that 
of So2cerers, ſome be god, and ſome 
be cupll. And as foz the lawes they dwe 
not all agree , amonge which neuerthe⸗ 
lefſe, the Lawe of GO D hath bene al- 
wayes one, and agreinge with it ſelfs, 
Fo2 it condenmeth, and ptmiſheth them 
euerp where Thow zhalt not, fayth 
the Lawe duffer anviech tolwc / Exodus 
the two and twentieth Chapter, and righ⸗ 
tenth Werſe ,, There are extant alſa mas 
ne poſitine Lawes of men, and thoſe 
— tymes repugnant one to another. 
Foz ſo longe as Ringrs, and thaſe that 
were in guthezitie, wo2fhipped Jdoles , 
they vſed the ayde and helpe of Pagicians 
and —— without —.— doubt oz 
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thoſe men, although they were impure 
and vngodly, in great honour and eſtima⸗ 
tion, dayly reſe2ting vnto them, which 
oder is alſo at this day frequentzd among 
barbarous and Jdolafrous nations, ſuch 
as be they that dwell farre towarde the 
Nozth and Caſt partes of the woꝛide. and 
inthe kingdome called Cambalu , wheres 
the great Chanc, and kinge of Tartarians 
dwelleth. Th2ongh the whole Empire al⸗ 
ſoof Perſia, the artes and pzactizes of ſuch 
men are well allowed, and frequented, 
And in fozetimett bath been accompteda- 
mong the Ethnickes foz a great commen» 
dat ion of learning, it any had been named 
to be fkilfull in Pagicke, And among the 
Egiptians doubtleſſe it was higbiꝝ c 
mended, as it appeareth in the 
in the third Chapter of Exod. At 
alſo,certen Emperours gaue them ſelues 
to the ſtudie of Pagicke , and vſed the 
belpe of Sozcerers . The Emperour 
Nero, as Suetonius w2pteth in his Lyfe, 
was accompted one of the cherfeſt among 
the p;ofefſours of Pagicke,howbeit after 
B.litl, watd 
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warde perteauinge the vanitie of that 
Arte : he foz\oke and miſtyked of that 
ſtudie,as C. Plinius wzptcth, Adrian alſo 
the Emperour, which was after Nero, as 
Dion the hiſtaician w2ytethin his tyfe, 
applyed the ſame ſtudy, and vſed the ayde 
of Do2cerers,againſt the Dropſie, wheres 
into he was fallen. The whole nation of 
Hunnes,as Jhane befoze alleaged, out of 
Gregorius I uronenfs, when they went to 
batteyll,vſcd therrhelpe,thereby to get the 
bictozp . Daina Cyprianchimſetfe, who 
alter warde became a Chꝛiſtian, and was 
Bylhop of Carthage, bcfoze that he was 
tonuerted ta the fayth of Ch2ift, it is read 
of hum how earneſtly and diligently he 
was addicted to that ſtudie, which after- 
warde,th2ough the great govnefle of god, 
befozfake and renounted. Which exam- 
ples dot all of them ſufficiently declare, 
what great accompt the heathen people, 
and ſuch as knew not the true God, muns 
of the faculties and knowledge of theſe 
men, 02 rather in what pꝛice andeſtima- 
tion their damnable and wicked decept- 
fulneſle mas had, being of all men coms 
monly ved. _ 
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But after that by meanes and reaſon of 
this arte, there were found many vaine ab⸗ 
ſurde, and ho2rible thinges to becommit- 
ted, very greeuous to be ſeene , both fo the 
inuocation of Diuells, and foz the ſunday 
ftraunge geftures, 4 ſuperſtitions of thele 
men: the Chziſtian faith,increaſing by lit- 
tie « little, it came to paſſe , that afterward 
it was not lawful by lawes ſct fo:th to the 
contrarp, by the Emperours of Rome, fog 
men commonly to vſe the helpe of So2ce- 
rers, vnleſe ſome publique oz pzinate comp 
moditie enfozced them therto. Wherfo2e, 
in luſtinians Code, the ir.boke,rviii.title, 
iii. la we. it is thus wꝛitten, which lawe is 
ſet fozth by Conſtantine the great. Their 
ſcience is to bee punished , and worthely to 
bee reſtrained by moſt ſeuere lawes, who v- 
ſing the arte of Magicke,are found tohaue 
practrzed any thing againft the health of 
men, or to mooue chaſt mindes vnto leche- 
ry. As for ſuch remedicsasare found to be 
— ATTY vo 
not med or forbidde,or 

which are made in the fheldes;that men may 
not beaffrard of showresfalhng vpon their 
type Grapes, or that they be shaken with 
v. winde, 
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winde, or beaten with Hayle, or cls ſuch? 
whereby no mans health or eſtimation bee 
ampayred,but rather their dooinges furthe- 
red, that the giftes of God, and labours of 
men, be not deltroyed . Dated the x.of the 
Kalend.of lune, at Aquileia, Criſpus und 
Conſtantinus being Conſuls. 

Anthony. This is a ſtraunge lawe, 
Theophilus, wirhed, and little Chaiſtian 
like, if Conſtantine the Chziftian Empes 
rour, were the firſt that made and publi⸗ 
ſhed the ſame, 

Theophil. Uerely, Anthony, A ſuppoſs 
5 Conſtantine was not fully eſtabliſhed in 
the Chaiſhian fapth , when hee w2ote 
it. Foz ſe how much he aſcribeth to 
Magicians and Do2cerers: hee willeth 
that it ſhall bee lawfull foz men to vſe 
their arte, ſo that it may bee to their coms 
moditie, which ſurely hee would not haue 
done, if he had bin a perfect ch2iſtian:wher- 
foze that lawe was not only afterward a- 
mended by Leo, but altogether diſanullen. 
Foz he fo2bivdeth vs to vſe them vpon any 
- vccafion,andatthehelpand wozke of ©92- 
cercrs he calleth diſceite and diſſimulatio, 
Winch latter lawe, all apinions e iudge⸗ 

mentes 


. . — _— . 
mentes of men, haue afterward commen⸗ 
ded foz the better, and hollier. Auguſtine, 
whoſe wozdes are witten in the Canon 
Admoueant.xxvi. the vy. queſtion, ſhew- 
eth that their helpes are meere deceits and 
craftes of the Dell. To tonclude, in the 
ſecond Chapter, in the title De Sortilegis, in 
the Decretals, the ſame is condemned, the 
tauſe and reaſon of all which iudgmentes, 
furely,is moſt iuſt and righteous, 
Anthony, What is that: 
Theoph. That we ought to haue no fel- 
lowſhip with Satan, whether it be directly 
and mediately,o2 els indirectly and imme⸗ 
viatly,as they tearme if: Neither ought we 
to ſeeke any reliefby his help, apde,oz coun- 
ſell. Foz it is our true and only God, vnto 
whom we muſt make recourſe in all our 
'afflictions: Foz why dw we feeke helpe and 
'ſnecour of Belzebub, ſince there is a god in 
Uracl, as þ pzophet Elias wozthyly greeacd 
"and repined at, in þ ſecond boke of kinges, 
the. j. chapter, and iii. verſe? Wherfoze,we 
ought to cleaue vnto God,x ta depend only 
vpon him, pᷣ by no means we allom, like of, 
-o2 ſeeke to Satan him ſelf, 02 to his mini- 
. 
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in the lrxxi. Palme, and xi. berſe. Foz win 
can not ſerue tw Maiſters, namely Ges 
and the Diuel, whom we muſt vrterip foz- 
ſake; $ we may entirely cleane vnto God, 


Anthony, But their helpes haue mas 
ny tymes had happie , and pzoſperous 
Theophil. That therefoze they are to 
be vſed, your argument is very weake and 
feble:we muſt haue regard, rather to the 
commaundement of God, which fozbiddeth 
vs in any wiſe to ſ&eke vnto Sozcerers,as 
appeareth in the rviii.of Deut.the x. verſe. 


Foz what doth Satan wozke other by that 


meanes ,then to leave vs away from the 
feare ofthe true God , and to pull vs vnto 
bim?Fo2 loke whatſoener help we requirs 
ef him to cure our bodies, it redoundeth to 
the hurt and deſtruction of our ſoules, ua 
by this meanes, men ſeperate them ſelues 
from God, which is the true death of the 
foule, Whereby it foloweth , that all the 
help and ayde that commeth by Satan and 
Þo2cerers, is deadly poyſon to the ſoule, 
which aboue all thinges wee ought to eſ⸗ 
Xn = 
a Snake, 
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a Þnake . But whereas it is ſometime als 
leaged, that their meanes haue done ſome 
men eaſe and pleaſure : how much J p:ap 
vou is it, oꝛ how ſeldome bath it channced? 
ſince among ten 5 flie to them foz ſuccour, 
khere is ſcarce one,o2 not one, that is rel&- 
ned, oꝛ findeth help. And againe,the cffeaes 
are not to be weighed vpon the ſucceſſe, but 
dpon the commaundement of God. Foz he 
that hath ſtolen, oftentimes liueth in weal- 
thier ſtate:is theft therefa2e to be allowed? 
Avant then that all which ſeeke ſuch remes 
die, da alwayes eſcape and well recouer, 
and if we graunt ſo much: yet fozaſmuch as 
the expꝛeſſe woꝛd of God commaũdeth the 
contrarie,we ought not accept if, whe it is 
offred, much leſſe ehr goe ſeke it. 
Fe2 whenſoeuer we runni ts any other foz 
helpe,ſauing God only therin we vtter the 
moſt ſhamefull diſtruſt and infidclitie of 
our mindes,cur rebellion againſt God,and 
molt wicked contenayit of his power . By 
— — tg 
mathagainſt 2» ad chiefly heape vpon 
bs eternall damnation. 


Anthony. Mom then J pay you? may 
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ayde of So2cerers, therby to ſeeke any res 
leile o2 eaſe in our afflictions? 

Theophil. Some ve therin a diſtinai⸗ 
on. They ſuppoſe that if the Pagiſtrate 
will and commaund vs ſo fo do, chen may 
wee with ſake conſcience vſe their helpes, 
and remedies: Other wiſe theyhold opini⸗ 
full foz vs. So that when the Magiſtrate 
diddeth vs ſcke their helpe, and wee our 
ſelues ot our owne acco2d do not ſ&eke vns 
to them, therein they ſay, ik wee admit 
their helpes, we dw not offend at all: But 
i we dur ſelues of our one acco2de, do 
runne vnto them, then they ſay, wee deſire 
their help: we flatter them, curry w them, 
and frendly require them to come helpe vs: 
and therein we offend grenouſly., But if 
we not ſeeking it, the Magiſtrate notwith- 
fkanding tõmaundeth vs to dw it, the finde 
we their help almoſt againſt our will, (in 
fo doing, wee are wont fault 02 grudge of 
conſcience: foz h Magiſtrate putteth in his 
fte, as it were the aucthoꝛitie of god, whõ 
we mult obey, bicauſe hee hath his power 
from god. This is ſhe foundation e ground 
of this viſtinaion. But how 'weake, ven 
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rather how daine + falſe it is, J pꝛay you 
conſider and iudge, Anthony. Firſt Daina 
Paul generally fozbiddeth — ili. to þ Ro- 
manes the viii. verſe that we ſhal neuer da 
euyll, that god thereby may enſue vnto vs, 
by whoſe ſoeuer auahoꝛitie we are ſo coms 
maunded, eittzer Judges, Pagiſtratcs, oz 
what ener els he be, Pozcoucr, Jthinke, 


we mapalſoreaſs thus, a Pari, hy the like. 
If the Judge, and Magiſtrate bid vs waꝛ⸗ 


ſhip Idoles, i he bid vs ſteale, commit ads 
ulter p, embꝛace Satan: may wee there⸗ 
foe do ſo with ſafe conſcience, bicauſe 
the Magiſtrate biddeth vs? Ebert is ne 
man a thinke, will graunt this, that is wcl 
in his wittes. ea, that moꝛe is, ił the ſame 
Magiſtrate commaunde the Dozcerer to 
belpe vs by his Satanicall arte, and alſo 
will vs to ſuffer our ſelues to bee cured 
by that art, commaunding vs fully to yeld 
our ſelues vnto his meanes , and wee do 
fo; ws both commit, and conſent vnto cupl. 
Andif we ſhould other wile al the dayes of 
dur life lie ſick in 2 


Ee —— 
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no although the che&fe 1 
— ſame; Foz 


Cap VI. 


8 | 
d 
YL 
x. 
: 
i 
” q 
i : 
£1 
CE 1} 
: 


A Dialogue 
ther wiſe choſen, but that therein wee ae- 
knowledge Satans power, whoſe belp we 
bſe and ſtay vs bpon , whom notwithſtan⸗ 
ding in our Baptime, we haue befoze whos 
ty renounted and foꝛſaken. Neither lpeti 
it in the power of Satan, to make vs line, 
oz die, but in Gods hand only. But in this 
poind a man may both gene counſell, and 
this may alſo be graunted: at he that is cal- 
led a ſo2cerer,can by no ſuper ſtitious mea⸗ 

nes, and no dealing withthe Diuell, buf 
only by rules and pꝛeceptes of Philicions, 
and by o2yinarp and alowable medicines, 
reſtoʒe vs tohealth': then may we vie his 
hand, helpe, and meanes , with ſafe conſci- 
ence,and due obedience to God. Foz when 
the medicines which are munſtred vnto 
vs, haue nothing in them that is repzoucd 
as nought, oꝛ defiled with artes of the Di⸗ 
uell, vut are grounded vpon true and na⸗ 
turall canfes,that are enivent vnto vs:then 
may wer accept them, not regarding whe⸗ 
ther it were a man 02 — „A catizen 
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ffpected thereof vndeſernedly, Wherfoze; 
now at the length, let vs thus conclude, 
out of the pzemiſſes;that we may not,noz 


ought not, to vſe the help of Sozcerers,vn- 


lefſe we dur ſelues will be of the number 


of them, and fo2ſake our true God and ſas 


niour, which they do as olten as they haut 
any dealinges with Satan, oz require og 
retepue of him knowledge of remedie. 


Thevij. Chapter. 


By what meanes a mari may take heeds 
and beware of the artes, and be- 
witchinges of Sorcerer, 


Anthony. 


Hop thi Theophilus, by what meanes 
. ſhall a man fake herde of them, oʒ how 
wall a man be reftozed to health againe, ii 
hee be once intoricated? " 

Theophil, As concerning the cure of 
intorications, Anthony, J wil not doubt tu 
affirme this mach after ©. : 
bhe molt learned Phiſitions, are, ſoꝛ ths 
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mo2e part to ſeke in ſuch 5 ol diſeaſes, 
nat knowing what remedies to miniſter, 
they are ſo ſtraunge, new, and pziuic, Foz 
they come foꝛth of Satans ſhop, and they 
are wꝛought by his artes, which foz the 
molt part are vnknowne vnto vs m02- 
tall men. Howbeit, the helpe of Phiſick 
is not to bee contemned in them, but ra⸗ 
ther diligently to bee ſought and applyed, 
and all wayes and meanes are tobe p2@- 
ued which that facultie ſheweth , and the 
counſell thertof to be inſued, that if it 
ſhall pleaſe God, wee may recouer our 
fozmer health. Fez he can bleſſe thoſe 
god and holſome medicines, and reſtoze 
vs to as perfect health as wee were befoze. 
Fo2 Phiſicke is a moſt excellent gift of 
GOD vnto men; as it is read in the 
xxxviij. Chapter, and ſeconde verſe of 
Eceleſiaſticus, whoſe effectes are great: 
which bath many tymes befo2s, and may 
now alſo at this pzeſent , if it pleaſe-God, 
reſtoꝛe many that are inforicate and bes 
Witched , But when wee haue pꝛwued 
all lawrull mcanes , and notwithſtan⸗ 
ding are able to dw no god , vet mull 
r 
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nd ſxke to dzyne one miſcheefe awaY 
with another, oz rather with a wwzſe, 
and not loſe the ſonle in ſeeking to heale 
the bodie : although to to many wics 
ked and vngodly men do ſo now a dayes, 
What muſt wee then do: wer muff 
patiently abyde a loke fo2 p helpe of Cod, 
and depende onely vpon his pꝛouidente. 
Mherfo2e let vs commit our ſelues wholly 
vnto him, let vs carneſtly call vpon him, 
and make our mone Unto him, and come 
vnto him with true conuertion of mpndez 
and he will hclp vs,ſo far as he ſhall think 
meete fo2 his glozie , and p:ofitable to 
the health of our ſoulcs ; Finally; let vs 
thus perſwade our ſelues, that it is hi 
only in whoſe hande lycth the begmning 
and ending of our life, as the ſcripturs 
ſpeaketh, which that we map moſt certen⸗ 
ly bel&uc;1t is very often repcatcd by the 
fpirite of God in the rrrvy.Pſalme, the 
fift verſe, the xrvy. the fourtene verſe; 
the. l. the fifteene verſe: alſo in Eccleſiaſti- 
cus the vin. Chap. and viu.verſe:the irviy. 
drri.verſc. Foz he knoweth 
howe bee would bee glo21fied in vs, what, 
and howe longe hee bath appoynted the 
A. ui. tearme 
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tfarme of our life how alſo and after what 
manner we mult be chaſt1zed in p means 
ſeaſon: Wherefoze let vs wholly ſubmit 
our ſelues vnto his moſt wiſe pꝛouidente. 
As fo2 temptation,wee ſhall not be temps 
ted aboue the ſtrength of a man, like as he 
bath pꝛomiſed, the firſt to the Corinth, the 
x. Chapter, and riy.verſe. Foz when wer 
ſtriue with ſuch diſeaſes and cuilles, which 
are almoſt vncurable and defperate , then 
ought we cheefly to loke fo2 comfoztes ont 
of the wozvof God, and lap them befozo 


vs, 


Anthony, But A pꝛay you fel me,how 
ſhall a man in the ende, eſcape the fury and 
miſchief of theſe men? 


Theophil. Surely Anthony, there is 
no medicine againſt them, no bzinke, no 
peculiar and certen pzecept, touching the 
matter that vou demaund of mie, ſaning 
this only, that moſt earneſtly wer tom⸗ 
mit our ſelues, and our life, euerp day, 
and euerp moment vnto God our father, 
commending our ſelues vnto him in moſt 
Jartie pzaper;both in the mr” 6 
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wee ryſe, and when wee goe to bed, 
And fozaſmuch, as thoſe wicked + diuelliſh 
people, do pꝛiuely, and craftcly,intoricate 
and poyſon vs, while wee eate, while wee 
dꝛink, and while we goe abzoade: we muſt 
do all thoſe thinges, firſt calling vpon the 
name of God, as Sainct Paule willeth vs, 
and not to aſſay oz begin any thing, leas 
ning that out. Fo2.if wee commit our 
ſelues to the tuition of G O D, who isa 
mightie king, a moſt pꝛouident father, aud 
who reſtrapneth and bꝛidleth Satan him 
ſelf,and his power, placing an whole armie 
of Angelles about bs, tu kepe vs: it, as 3 
ſap, be be on our ſide , who ſhall hurt vs? 
Che ſcripture teſtifying the ſame: If God 
be on our fide, who is then againſt Rom. 
the vin. Chapter, the thirtie verſe. 


mile of God made vnto vs thꝛough our 
Load Jeſus Chziff,its moſt eſpecially and 
diligently to bee thought vpon, which is 
playnly ſet fo2th in the foure ſcoze and 
eleuen Pſalme, 


EE lat within the ſecret place, 
Of God molt lue doth dwell: 
Lui. In 


loze, that moſt ſwete and excellent pꝛo⸗ 
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In hadow of the mightieſt grace, 
At reſt shall keepe him well. 


2 Thou art my hope, and my ſtrong hold 
Ito the Lord will ſay: 

My God on hye, in him will I, 
My whole affiance ſtay, 


3 Hee shall defend thec from the ſnare, 
The which the hunter layd: 

And from that deadly plague and care, 
V Vherot thou art afrayd. 


4 And with his winges shall couer thee, 
And keepe thee ſafely there: 

His fayth and tructh thy fence$hall bee, 
As {ure as$hicld and ſpeare, 


5 Sothat thou shalt not neede, I ſay, 
To feare or be affright: 

Of all the shaftes that flye by day, 
Norterrours of the night, 


6 Nor of the plague that priuely, 
Doth walke in darke ſo faſt: 

Nor yet ct that which doth deſtroy, 

And at noone dayes doth walt, 


Tea, 
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Tea at thy ſide as thou doſt ſtand, 


A thouſand dead shall bee: 
Ten thouſand ckeat thy right — 


And yet shalt thou bee 


$ But thou shalt ſee it for thy part, 
Thine eyes shall well regar 

That euen like to their deſert, 
The wicked haue reward. 


9 For why (O Lord) l onl _ 
To ſtay mine hope on 

Andin the higheſt 1 put my — 
My ſure defence 1s hee, 


10 I hou shalt not neede none ill to frare, 
VVich thee it shall not mell: 
Nor yet the plague shall once come neare, 


hy houſe where thou doſt dwell, 


u For why vnto his Angelles all, 
VVich charge commaundeth her 

That ſtill in all thy wayes they shall, 
Preſerue and proſper thec. 


w And in their handes shal thee beare vp, 


Still waiting thee vpom 
L. iii. So 
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Bo that thy foote shall neuer chaunce, 


o ſpurne at any ſtone. 


13 Vpon the Lyon shalt thou tread, 
The Adder fell and long: 


And yalke vpon the Lyon whealpes, 
V Vith Dragons ſtout & ſtronge. &c. 


Nd this is the trueſt  ſureſt way, 
Of imei, where werma 
I kepe our ſelues ſafe fro the , How⸗ 
| beit alſo, p meanes ſtandeth with 
gov reaſon, which ſome counſell vs to vſe, 
that they may not hurt vs, namely, that 
we haue no familiar conuerſation with 
them, neither admit them into our comes 
pany,although they ſeeke vpon vs, and flats 
ter vs neuer ſo much. Foz this kynde of 
people, is of al other, moſt full of flattery 
and diſümulation, who folowing the na- 
ture and paopertie of their mayſter the 
ZDiucll', do flatter thoſe moſt ſweetely, 
whom they indenour and ſtudie to 
molt traytroufly, Pozeouer, 4 would wiſh 
that this my cher ſeſt remedie t beſt coun- 
ſeil,in this behalf, were taken, that mg 
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hurt vs nut: which is this, to wit, that all 
Judges of Afſiſe, which ſit vppon lyfe and 
death, but eſpecially , all Barons, and 
Todes of the Parliament, were admo⸗ 
nilhed, that letting paſſe all vaine and cu- 
rious diſputations of this matter , they 
would wholy apply them ſelues to this, 
diligently to enquire after ſach perſons, 
and when they haue founde them out, ſe⸗ 
nerely to puniſh them. Foz there is no vy⸗ 
ler peſtilence,no2 that can be named mo2e 
erecrable and cruell againſt man kynde, 
then are Sozcerers, whom the laſt law in 
the title, De Maleficis, in the Code, would 
baue every man that knoweth them to 
appꝛehend them, commit them to holde, 
and bꝛinge them to judgement: this crime 
bath alwayes ſemed ſo deteſtable. And I 
would to God, Anthony, that thoſe men 
to whom God hath geuen the autho21tic 
to make Lawes, and execute Juſtice, had 
taken ſuch oꝛder by theyꝛ lawes, that eue⸗ 
ry Judge ſhould haue abſolute and full 
authoꝛitie within his circuite , terrifozy, 
and pzecine , to make away and put to 
death, theſe periured runnagates from 
the Fayth,and r ——_ 
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that they might not th:ongh the long p28 
longing of Judgement, and ſundꝛy bꝛea⸗ 
kinges of, and circumſtances of apeales 
t remouing the matter, which they bꝛing 
in and vſe , at length eſcape away frely 
out of the Judges handes , As it chaunceth 
oftentimes . Foz there is geuen vnto the 
gouerner of euer pꝛouince, full authozi⸗ 
tic and iuriſdiction concerninge murthe⸗ 
rers, and ſuch as rob men vpon the high 
wapes, and other fellons, to doe his pleas 
fare to the vttermoſt on them fo2 theyz 
due execution: and why ſhould they not 
likewiſe haue authoꝛitie to determine of 
thoſe crimes alſo, without any apealing 
from them? and that, ſince the offence of 
him is farre wozſe and moze intollera⸗ 
ble that ſlayeth a man with poyſon , then 
that killeth him with a \ſwo2ds : and of 
him that doeth it pꝛiuelp, then that ſetteth 
vpn him openly, Now this is the laſt 
point , Anthony, whereof J haue to ad- 
moniſh pou , as becing the concluſion of 
ear whole diſputation +: Yow all men 
ought to percepue and vnderſtand by thoſe 
thinges which we haue vttered beefoze, 
alter what (opt, and howe n we 
0 
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ought to commende our ſelues te GDD, 
teaſt that we fall into the ſnares of wit⸗ 
ches and Do2cerers, and be hurt by them, 
fo: they are our moztall enemyes , and 
they bee pallinge ſecret : As we are alſo 
bounden to acue moſt hartie thankes vnto 
the ſame our God, that he hath defended 
vs from the craftes of Satan,ſo dcadly a 
oe of oures, that we ſhould not fall into 
the ſame errour that Soꝛcerers doe, and 
molt miſerably runne into the denying, 
and fo2z\wearing of his name. Finally vou 
ſe, Anthony, with howe great pꝛayſe the 
infinite godnes, and wonderfull pꝛoui⸗ 
dence of our god god & heanenly father to⸗ 
wardes mankinde, is to be extolled and 
commended , Vis infinite godnes , that 
whereas there haue been ſo many ®ozcee 
rers in all ages, that haue ſo wickedlp 
and ſo traytronfly denyed him vtterly,and 
choſen Satan fo they2 God 1 ht had not 
vtterly conſumed and deſtroied the whole 
woꝛld, which he might haue don moſt iuſt⸗ 
ly.Þis wonderful p2onidence, 5 altbough 
Sata endeuo2 very diligetly to dzaw men 
away from their ſaluatid which is in god, 
wozking in the very craftely, . 1 
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Del God notwithtianving, thꝛough his 
meere grace,p2eſcerueth y greater number 
of men, now at this pzeſent,cacn from his 
ſnares, reſtrayneth his power, diſapoins 
teth his purpoles, finally, hath tofoze, ann 
doeth ſo euermoze wozke , that the better 
number eſcapeth # hath the vpper hande, 
thꝛough fcare of whom, the wicked are 
kept in awe, that they can not hurt aſ- 
much as they would, and the elec, chil⸗ 
dꝛen of God thereby are not dzawen as 
way from the fayth, but conſtantly conti⸗ 
nue therein. Unto which our God euerla⸗ 
ſting, almightie, and moſt loning ; be all 
p2ayſe, honour , and glozp, fo2 euermoze, 
Amen. Will you aſke of me any thing 
els , Anthony? 

Anthony. Nothing at all. Foz you haue 
anſwered me ſufficiently thzonghout the 
whole diſcourſe of this argument , in - 
reſpect whereof, J gene you moſt hearty 
thankes, Fare you well therefoze , Theo- 
philus, 

Theophilus, And pou alſo, Anthony, 


FIN IS. 


